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EDITORIALS 
The Peril Of Inclusivism 


So far as we know, conservatives have never 
monopolized the office of prophet. Occasionally 2 
conservative, with his feet on the ground, ventures 
to point out the inevitable result of certain tenden- 
cies within the church. The final destiny of the 
policy of inclusivism is something the conservative 
has been able to predict with precision. 


In an interesting article in the Presbyterian, 
of the August 16th, 1945 issue, Dr. Clarence F. 
Macartney reminds us that just before the union 
of the Old and New School Assemblies was con- 
summated, Dr. Phineas Gurley, of New York, pre- 
pared the following resolution to pave the way 
for the reunion of 1869: “It is also understood 
that various methods of viewing, stating, explain- 
ing, and illustrating the doctrines of the Con- 
fession, which do not impair the integrity of the 
Reformed or Calvinistic system, are to be freely 
allowed in the united Church, as they have hither- 
to been allowed in the separate Churches.” To 
many, this resolution appeared harmless. To 
thoughtful conservatives it produced grave appre- 
hension. These conservatives, loyal to our Stand- 
ards, saw further into the future than those “who 
cannot see afar off.’ This resolution had its hurt- 
ful effect. It opened the gate for the hoards of 
doctrinal delinquents to enter. 


The net result of this, and other resolutions of 
a similar nature, including the nefarious Auburn 
Affirmation, is that the Presbyterian Church U. 
S. A. has been robbed of its Reformed testimony. 
It is another solemn warning that a compromise 
with error will lead to grief in the end. 


When the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. ap- 
proached our Southern Presbyterian Church on 
the question of union our Southern Assembly of 
1870 replied that there was no real basis for union 
inasmuch as the Old and New School Assemblies 
“was accomplished by methods which, in our 
judgment, involve a total surrender of all the 
great testimonies of the Church for the funda- 
mental doctrines of grace, at a time when the 
victory of truth over error hung long in the bal- 
ance. The United Assembly stands of necessity 
upon an allowed latitude of interpretation of the 
Standards, and must come at length te embrace 


. 


a 


nearly all shades of doctrinal belief. Of those 
falling testimonies we are the sole surviving heirs, 
which we must lift from the dust, and bear to 
generations after us.” 


Commenting upon this prophecy of the leaders 
of our Southern Presbyterian Church, Dr. Macart- 
ney penned these significant words: “But there 
are many in the Southern Church, and not a few, 
too, in the Northern Church, who are convinced 
that when the Southern Assembly of 1870, in 
answer to the union overtures from the Northern 
Church, declared that the Northern Church had 
united in a way which would bring it in time to 
‘embrace nearly all shades of doctrinal belief,’ i: 
was a true prophet of what has taken place ir 
the Northern Church. Nothing could be easier 
than to show, from sermons, lectures, books, and 
united testimonies by ministers of the Northern 
Church today that that Church now ‘embraces 
nearly all shades of doctrinal belief.’” The final 
issue of inclusivism is that the ecclesiastical body 
that adopts this policy soon becomes an ecclesi- 
astical cave of Adullam, filled with nondescripts. 
Instead of producing harmony such a_ method 
generates discord. A number of years ago sa- 
gacious Matthew Henry observed: “‘The way to 
preserve the peace of the Church is to preserve 
the purity of it.” Our fathers saw the paramount 
importance of doctrinal purity. It is to be hoped 
that we shall be heirs of their wisdom.—J. R. R. 


G. I. Joe’s Church 
Letter 


One way in which the Church can help the re 
turning veteran to become integrated into active 
Christian life is to be generous with his church 
letter, and with the letter of his wife or of his 
widow who have been dislocated from the home 
church by the war. Perhaps, G. I. Joe was not a 
regular in his attendance before the war as he 
should have been. Perhaps he was away from the 
home church working and was negligent about 
carrying his letter with him. Yet some of these 
men have found God’s hand in the hour of thelr 
need and are now anxious to become active mei 
bers where they live. The Church that is asked for 
the letter of a veteran or a veteran’s wife 
widow can be a stickler for the last letter o 
church regulation and decline to grant letters t 
those who have been away for some years. Un 
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fortunately some are taking that attitude. Or the 
Church may and most are doing the generous 
thing of granting the letter to these noble de- 
fenders of our liberties and to their loved ones 
whether or not they were regular in their attend- 
ance and contributions as they might have been. 


An incident which occurred in a sister congre- 
gation after the First World War points the moral 
of this editorial. ““Red” had been away from the 
home church perhaps five years, about half of that 
time in the Army. He returned to the home town 
with a bride from a different communion and 
brought her to his family church with some regu- 
larity. The Pastor told Red he was glad to see him 


attending church and asked him if he did not want 
to join. Red said: “Why, sir, I am a member. I 
was reared in this Church and have been a mem- 
ber of it longer than you have been its minister.” 
“Oh, no,” replied the Pastor, “you failed to attend 
for some years and we took your name off of the 
roll. You will have to join again.” “Well,” replied 
the veteran with some heat, “I thought if I was 
carrying on for you in France, you might have 
carried on for me awhile here.” With that he 
turned and left the Church of his childhood, and 
that Church lost a man and a family that might 
have been both blessed and a blessing in its fellow- 
ship.” —Wnm. C. R. 





A Layman Looks At Liberalism 


By L. Nelson Bell, M.D.., F.A.C.S. 


The “Presbyterian Outlook” has recently carried 
a series of three articles by Dr. John Allan Mac- 
Lean entitled, “Liberalism in the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church,” “What Southern Presby- 
byterian Liberals Believe,” and “What Southern 
Presbyterian Liberals are Driving at.” 


These articles have presented in a frank and 
honest way what probably represents the general 
viewpoint of the so-called liberal element in our 
Church. In fact we expect this very honesty of 
statement may cause some of that group to wish 
he had been less frank. 


The general reaction to these articles will be 
varied and, we hope, extensive. Certainly any dis- 
cussion which will clarify the muddled thinking 
of our day has its place in the life of the Church. 
The eye of prejudice may have obscured for this 
writer the clear-cut statement of authoritative 
faith for which one longs. At best, as one read 
there came to mind again and again a desire to 
take issue with that which was said. For that reason 
we would state some of these reactions. 


_First of all we take issue with the calm assump- 
tion that to be theologically liberal is to therefore 
be progressive, Progress in spiritual effort is some- 
g which can, in a measure be demonstrated. 
Too many who have been the followers of liberal 
eology have confessed the fruitlessness of their 
efforts and some have turned back to the faith 
of their fathers to find the power and motive 
for a successful Christian ministry. 


_ On the other hand, some of the most outstand- 
Ing and successful efforts towards a modern ap- 
proach to the Church and the problems of youth 
today are sponsored and developed by men sup- 
posedly “opposed to change or innovation.” In 
fact it is the conservatives who have taken and 
Wed the radio in a way far more effective than 
anything the liberal has to offer. 


Frankly, the issue between the conservative and 
¢ liberal is not one of progress in method, but 
rd the content of the message. The conserva- 
ve insists that from the time of Paul the message 
ever been the same, while the liberal, cutting 
ose from the absolute authority of the Bible, 
f & message varying with the time and teaching 
of liberal thinkers, 


Right here it is wise to make an observation 
which the writer has never seen made but which 
we feel to be absolutely essential to our subject. 
Theological liberalism assumes the right to be 
liberal with something the conservative insists is 
inviolate. To illustrate; I have a legal right to be 
liberal with that which is my own; to give away 
or change my personal possessions as [ see fit. 
However, the minute I become liberal with that 
which belongs to some one else the law can step 
in and adjudge me guilty of theft or misappro- 
priation. y 


The conservative contends that there are certain 
essential doctrines of Christianity which no man 
can lawfully set aside. These doctrines are based 
on the clear teaching of the Bible and have been 
recognized as such for nineteen hundred years. 
When the liberal denies or belittles these doctrines; 
such as the Virgin Birth, the vicarious atonement, 
the miracles or the bodily resurrection of our 
Lord; in our eyes this is not liberalism, it is pre- 
sumption. 


Again, Dr. MacLean distinguishes between the 
extreme liberalism of the North and the more re- 
served liberalism in the South. That which he 
fails to observe is that the present theological 
liberalism of the North is but the fruit of a liberal- 
ism such as we have now, and which is surely lead- 
ing to the same extremes. Nor does Dr. MacLean 
explain the unhampered fellowship which the 
“moderate” liberal of the South seems to enjoy 
with the “extreme” liberal of the North. In fact, 
it is this very lack of any expressed opposition to 
radical theology which has prompted some of us 
to raise a voice in protest in the Church. Had 
our liberal brethren shown any appreciable re- 
aetion against present trends the conservatives 
— have felt much better about the future 
outlook. 


As one goes on to examine Dr. MacLean’s state- 
ment as to what Southern Presbyterian Liberals 
believe it is made clear that at certain critica: 
points theirs is a question, not an assured belief. 
They aver that certain stated facts of the Scrip- 
tures may have been as stated. The conservative 
believes they are as stated. Little wonder that the 
preaching of so many liberals lacks that ring of 
assurance which brings conviction to the hearer. 
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The conservative will agree that a “babe in 
Christ” may have a very hazy conception of many 
of the great truths of the Bible and theology, and 
he reserves a rightful place for those who have 
doubts on many matters. But, and this reservation 
is a very emphatic one, the conservative insists 
that it is a very different thing to elevate to po- 
sitions of influence in teaching those who teach 
and pass on their doubts or denials to others. 


On this point the conservative has a very clear 
issue with the liberal in our Church. As one scans 
the names of those many who are placed in the 
chairs of Bible in our Church institutions, and 
later as one talks to the young people who have 
come under the influence of their teaching, we 
are constrained to cry out in protest against the 
thing which is being done. For we find that in- 
stead of faith in the Bible, doubts are instilled 
in their minds. In doing this the liberals have been 
neither generous, liberal, nor wise. This same 
policy of seeing that the “right men” are placed 
in influential and strategic churches does not argue 
well for the future. We personally know of too 
many cases where a conservative man has been 
blocked or side tracked by influential liberals. 
The liberality and tolerance they exercise towards 
other liberals is denied to their conservative 
brethren. It is unpleasant to speak of these things 
but by so doing the atmosphere may be cleared 
and a change for good effected. 


In his concluding article Dr. MacLean stresses 
what he feels to be the backwardness of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church. This is, of course, 
a matter of judgment. We agree that our Creeds, 
or any creeds, can be a hinderance rather than a 
blessing but we still believe that our Confession 
of Faith is one of the greatest human documents 
ever written. What we conservatives and the 
liberals both desperately need is a return to a 
simple childlike faith in the Bible as the Word of 
God and let our preaching and our living stem 
from that faith. 


To the following sentence, “Liberals want <« 
statement of Christian truth which is acceptable 
to the mind of the modern, educated, thoughtful 
man, who is intellectually honest,” we feel there 
is a clear answer. We do have such a statement. 
Two years ago, at the Minister’s Forum in Mon- 
treat, a minister remarked that no _ intelligent 
thinker could accept the historicity of the first 
three Chapters of the book of Genesis. We do not 
feel that the cause of unity, which is so earnestly 
espoused by our liberal brethren, will ever be ad- 
vanced by such statements. To our certain knowl- 
edge there are thousands today with educational 
and intellectual attainments as great as those 
boasted of by any of our liberal brethren, men 
who still believe these things and who in doing 
so are intellectually honest. 


Nor can we subscribe to the contention of the 
liberal that the “fragmentation of the body of 
Christ is unnecessary and sinful.” The undue 
stressing of denominational lines is certainly wrong 
but we are convinced that the various denomina- 
tions have reached and developed Christians in < 
way one Church would never have done. This can 
be practically observed in any community where 
the various denominations minister to people of 
different educational, social, economic and even 
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roe backgrounds as no one group could hope 
to do. 


The “sinfulness” of the situation is not in the 
“fragmentation” but rather in the deviation from 
the teachings of the Bible. The impotency of the 
Church lies not in lack of outward unity but in » 
lack of belief in essential verities. 


Dr. MacLean is greatly disturbed at the prospect 
of reoccupying China by “128 different boards, 
with 128 sets of secretaries, with 128 different 
campaigns and 128 plans to propagate 128 de. 
nominational creeds. May God help the Chinese 
—even if helping them means convicting us of the 
sin of Christian disunity’’. 


Surely Dr. MacLean does not think this repre 
sents the method of Christian work in China in 
the past! The writer shared in the work of ou 
Church in China for twenty-five years and knows 
rather intimately the general policies of the vari- 
ous denominations in China. The Bible has been 
the Book given the Chinese, not a set of creeds. 
In our own Missions we have sought to make 
Christians not Southern Presbyterians. At the 
same time, we have naturally, and we think rightly, 
presented the Presbyterian form of doctrine as 
what we believe to be the system taught in the 
Scriptures but this presentation has been minor 
as compared to teaching the saving doctrines of 
grace, etc. 


Frankly, the real problem of future work in 
China is with those who would assume eccleii- 
astical control of Christian work and who clamor 
for a united Church to make this control possible. 
It is significant to note that this effort comes from 
the “Liberal” side of the theological fence but its 
= will be to stifle independent evangelical 
effort. 


Finally, Dr. MacLean has used one of the most 
effective arguments conservatives have against the 
over emphasis of the social aspects of the gospel. 
He says, “Many of us are grateful that the Meth- 
odist Church and other denominations crusade for 
a Christian world order.” It is a simple matter of 
historic fact that the evangelical power and in- 
fluence of the Methodist Church has waned as 
her emphasis on social problems has _ increased. 
Therein we find a lesson to ponder well. 


an 


We Have Put Nothing 
Into It 


“He continued in prayer to God.” “And as he 
prayed his sweat was as it were great drops of 
blood.” Has our season of prayer any resemblance 
to these? Does it suggest energy and sacrifice, 
even to the point of blood? Are our intercession 
weighted with purpose and have we the demeano 
of an armed man cleaving his way to some sh 
palace of gold? How much do we put into 
Many of us have scarcely begun to pray at 
We have only played at praying. It has not beet 
a MIGHTY business. it has been only a hs 
convention. We have put nothing into it, and 
therefore we have taken nothing out. We hat 
“prayed amiss.” —J. H. Jowett. 
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m Every theology treats of God and man but each 
he gives the priority to one of the two. The order in 
a Calvinism is God first and man second. In Lib- 
eralism it is man first and God second. 
et We regret very much to see the banner of 
ds, theological liberalism lifted over one of our South- 
nt ern Presbyterian periodicals. In the past our 
de- spiritual forebears have used terms designed to 
ase magnify the whole or some aspects of God’s saving 
the action or revelation and of our response thereto. 
Augustinianism placed the emphasis on His saving 
grace, Reformed on the need of a faith and life 
re reformed according to His Word, Evangelical 
in stresses the Gospel. 
“A In more recent days, the Theology of Crisis pro- 
ari- claims Divine judgment and grace; while its more 
een current designation The Theology of the Word 
eds. recognizes the living Word, the Risen Redeemer as 
ake the One who speaks through the faithful preach- 
the ing of the Bible. The Christus Victor Fellowship 
tly presents Christ as the triumphant Lord and King. 
¥ The Agape-Motif magnifies the New Testament 
the conception of love and issues in a theocentric re- 
inor ligion. Canada has its Trinitarian Theological So- 
5 of ciety, Dubuque its Crisis Christology, Princeton its 
Theology Today, H. Kraemer his Theological Real- 
ism—all of which seek to bring out some truth 
te which the living God has made real for us men 
slesi- and for our salvation. 
‘ble. The term Theological Liberalism, however, awak- 
fy v1 ens in our breast no echo of God’s saving revela- 
t its tion or intervention for our salvation, and calls 
lieal forth no deepened obedience to the Christian faith. 
, Its direction is rather away from the saving revela- 
tion in Christ toward the dry wilderness of arid 
ant rationalism. It plumbs not the depths of Divine 
+ the dominion established by loving communion. It 
ater tells not of the yoke that is easy and the burden 
Muth that is light. It sings not the song of Moses and 
fe for of the Lamb, it proclaims not the reign of grace. 
ae of Across its banner is emblazoned not theonomy— 
d in the law of God established by the Gospel of His 
ed as grace—but autonomy—each man a law unto him- 
soned self. Theological liberalism magnifies not God 
; and His Word, but man and his reason. Indeed, 
the current issue of the Union Seminary maga- 
zine reviews a volume which uses “liberal” in the 
sense of counting the idea of God superfluous. 
(USR 1xi;4;407). 
Speaking of the Christian conflict with Nazism, 
Dr. Hromadka says: “The liberal theology in Ger- 
many and in her orbit utterly failed. It was will- 
ing to compromise on the essential points of di- 
as he @ vine law ... It had made all the necessary pre- 
ops of paration for ‘the Germanization of Christianity.’ ” 
iblance oom and Resurrection). Speaking for French 
crifict; H and Swiss Protestantism, Dr. Paul T. Fuhrman 
essions says: “It is interesting to hear American liberal 
meano! H ‘Protestants’ now thundering against Nazism 
shining Which is simply the inevitable logical product of 
nto ff modern German humanistic ‘religion.’ German 
at theological liberalism. itself prepared the ground 
ot beet HE for and laid the surest foundations of Nazidom; 
Ff and this was done in a twofold way: on the one 
it, an d, Jesus Christ was emptied of all transcen- 
e havi dental and divine content; on the other hand 








Theological Liberalism 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


‘Man’ was placed at the center of ‘religion.’ ” 
(God-Centered Religion). Rosenberg and Hauer 
thanked Schleiermacher and Ritschl—the prophets 
of German theological liberalism—for taking the 
foundation of religion away from a Jewish Book 
(the Bible) and for placing it upon the Deutsche- 
Germanic-Aryan spirit. 


We are not forgetting that the Southern Pres- 
byterian spokesman for theological liberalism puts 
many qualifications in his acceptance of theological 
liberalism. We would describe his position as a 
halfway house between the evangelical Calvinism 
in which he was spiritually reared and the theo- 
logical liberalism toward which he seems to be 
moving. Yet it is significant that with other terms 
before him, such as progressive conservatism, he 
has chosen Liberalism as his banner. It is also 
significant that the Editor of the Outlook in one 
of the issues containing the articles on Liberalism 
quotes with approval a favorable review of the 
activity of Dr. Henry Sloan Coffin in opening the 
doors of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., to such 
full-grown, theological liberalism as that set forth 
in the volume, Theological Liberalism—An Ap- 
praisal. 


While we are thankful that the Southern Pres- 
byterian Libera] does not go so far as these men 
we believe that the term Liberal when used 
in theological circles carries with it certain impli- 
cations. First, a theological liberal seeks freedom 
from theological tenets—sometimes from a Cal- 
vinistic Complex, sometimes from the Christological 
formulation of the ancient Church. In 1933 Dr. 
J. A. MacLean wrote in the Presbyterian of the 
South: “Should the Ministry be Muzzled? A 
Declaration of Independence.” In 1944 he wrote: 
“Wanted an Evangelistic Creed. How can we over- 
come the Calvinistic Complex.” Secondly, theo- 
logical liberalism emphasizes the human reason 
rather than the Word of God as the seat of au- 
thority in religion. Dr. MacLean asked for “a 
comprehensive reasonable statement adequate for 
intellectual men of our own day.” His ambition 
is “to present religious truth in an intellectually 
acceptable form to thinking men.” Thirdly, theo- 
logical liberalism when it is fullgrown rejects the 
Christological formulation of the ancient Church. 
This is at least one of the reasons for the great 
hue and cry against creeds. In his history of 
dogma Harnack tried to show that the Christ- 
ological formulation of the ancient Church was 
wrong—that Christ was not an eternal Divine. 
Person, but only a human temporal person. This 
usage of the word “liberal” is found in an article 
in the Presbyterian of the South Febr. 8, 1933, 
where Dr. E. T. Thompson, writing particularly of 
their Christology, describes the Unitarian and the 
Universalists as “the two most liberal churches in 
America.” This humanitarian Christology is dis- 
tinctly taught by Dr. Van Dusen in Theological] 
Liberalism—An Appraisal, and by Dr. Hocking in 
Living Religion And A World Faith. It was the 
presupposition of a recent attack in the American 
Theological Committee on the Christological 
Foundation of the World Council of Churches by 
Dr. Craig of Oberlin. The last named scholar 
definitely rejected both the pre-existence and the 
post-existence of Christ as mythological, and con- 
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demned the doctrine that Jesus is God. We are de- 
lighted that Dr. MacLean still believes that Jesus 
Christ is both man and God (we should prefer to 
say both God and man), very God of very God. 
We would, however, like to remind him and the 
men of his movement that New England Unitarian- 
ism did not begin as an attack upon the full Deity 
of Christ. It began as “Liberal Christianity” with 
an attack upon the Calvinistic doctrine of man, 
particularly upon what is conceived to be Calvin’s 
doctrine of human depravity. Southern Presby- 
terian Liberalism has been vigorous in its Pacifism 
and its call for American disarmament—both of 
which are based on an inadequate doctrine 01 
the fall and man’s consequent depravity. 


The repeated affirmations as to the belief of 
liberalism in personal immortality is not par- 
ticularly reassuring. Platonists and Kantians also 
believe in personal immortality. Indeed, this one 
article was all that Continental theological liberals 
held of Christian eschatology in the nineteenth 
century—limiting their belief to what was phi- 
losophically defensible. As Nygren, Agape and 
Eros, shows personal immortality was shared in the 
second century with the Platonists, but Christian 
leaders like Irenaeus stressed the resurrection of 
the body in order to maintain the theocentric 
character of the Christian faith. The vagueness 


of the statement about the liberal belief in hel] 
leaves plenty of leaway for double talk about 
eternal punishment. Their statement on the Virgin 
Birth of Christ sounds like the acceptance of a 
beautiful story because it has a musical resonance 
rather than a conviction forced by the evidence. 
The Church is called to declare the whole counsel 
of God for His glory and man’s salvation. In go 
doing she properly offers the Babe in the arms 
of the Virgin as well as the Saviour on the cruel 
cross and the Lord risen for our justification. 


If the liberal spokesman will give us the refer- 
ence from John Calvin as to Luke’s alleged mis- 
take we can examine the matter and ascertain 
whether the statement of Calvin’s doctrine of in- 
spiration made by Dr. T. C. Johnson needs modifi- 
cation. But as a historian we must protest against 
a study of Luther and of Calvin that can bring 
from these great Reformers only a straw or two 
to support theological liberalism. Let us rather 
read Luther until we understand and preach his 
Sola gratia and sola fida and Calvin until our pul- 
pits again resound with his Soli Deo gloria. The 
genius of these Reformers is the antipodes of 
theological liberalism. 


*Professor of Church History in Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 





How Germany Got That Way 


By J. A. Baldwin* 


Before World War I, America received a large 
part of her dyes from Germany. Also many other 
material substances have come from there through 
the years. Happy would we be if the story could 
end there. Unfortunately it cannot. The simple 
fact is that deadly ideas have come to us from 
Germany, ideas that have done England, Scotland 
and America greater hurt than has come from her 
bombs and bullets. To most of our people, the 
seriousness of this situation has not been realized 
at all. An individual or a small group has from 
time to time vigorously protested; but, in reply, 
self-confessed scholars in well-endowed seminary 
chairs or important pulpits have given an in- 
dulgent smile, or deprecating gesture, and a few 
regretful words that some of our ignoramuses 
could be presumptious enough to question the 
words of “wisdom” from the “great scholars” of 
Germany. And we have persisted in sending our 
young men over to get these ideas. When thor- 
oughly indoctrinated, they have returned not only 
with the ideas but too often with not a little of 
the conceit that we have seen in the typical 
German. 


But very briefly what are the hurtful ideas? 
Simply that the Bible is not at all what we have 
been accustomed to think it is—a divine message— 
but rather that it is a purely human document, to 
be regarded and treated as other purely human 
documents. It began with the first five books of 
the Bible. These, according to them, were not 
written by Moses nor in the time of Moses, but 
several hundred years later, and constituted an 
ingenious fabrication by a group or groups of 
priests: for their own. selfish purposes, and per- 


petrated upon a gullible people as coming from a 
more or less mythical leader named Moses. Grad- 
ually, the whole Bible came within their “schol- 
arly” cognizance. It was inevitable that Jesus 
would, in their opinion, lose His Deity and be 
simply a mere man, though, of course, a good 
man and an inspiring teacher. I think it may be 
safely said that in all the pages of history no 
yA such prostitution of scholarship can be 
ound. 


_ How did Germany get that way? Things do not 
just happen. This did not just happen. There was 
a historic background. Anyone interested in this 
subject at all cannot afford to overlook this back- 
ground. Throughout the centuries, there have oc- 
curred from time to time periods of opposition to 
the supernatural in Christianity. Perhaps the most 
widely extended of these outbursts had its culmi- 
nation in Europe in the Eighteenth Century and 
was known as deism. This belief admitted a rather 
vague recognition of God who probably created 
the world, but who had had little or no super 
vision since. And such a thing as a Heavenly 
Father knowing and hearing and caring for those 
who look to Him in faith was entirely foreign to 
their belief. 


The two most prominent men of deism were 
Voltaire of France and Frederick II of Prussia. 
Voltaire wrote voluminously and thus ex 
great influence. But Frederick was King of 8 
small but compact little country; the most Im 
portant, with the possible exception of Au 
of the very smal] divisions of Germany.. He 8 
cured later the addition to his name, “the Great” 
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—largely because he had illegally and un- 
righteously seized by force of arms from Austria 
the important Province of Silesia. Now Frederick 
the Great was obsessed with two ideas. The first 
was that might makes right, and the one important 
thing to him was to increase his might by build- 
ing up a great army so that he could from sur- 
rounding nations take whatever he wanted, and 
upon others to impose his will. His second ob- 
session was so to affect the thinking of the people 
called Christians as to make them accept his ideas 
as to the value and importance of force, especi- 
ally with regard to the extension of Prussian 
power. It has been said that every institution is 
the lengthened shadow of a man. It may be said 
that Germany is very largely the lengthened 
shadow of Frederick the Great. It is well known 
how the greed for power which obsessed Prussia 
finally absorbed all Germany, and how all (or a 
very large proportion) of the Germans became so 
obsessed by it that they wanted to make the whole 
world subservient to their bidding. How they have 
gone about this persistently and patiently through 
the years, without regard to any moral restraints, 
has been revealed to the world especially since 
the global war broke out. 


But the second and subsidiary idea that ob- 
sessed Frederick is not generally known. He de- 
termined to change the religious thinking of the 
people so that it would not interfere with his am- 
bitious schemes of appraisement. With character- 
istic fore-sightedness he concentrated his efforts 
on the schools of Prussia. He put deists as teachers 
in the schools and colleges. Especially were able 
deists put in to teach the Bible so the Bible would 
be made to teach what he wanted it to teach. He 
had a long, and a worldly sense, a successful reign 
which ended just before the beginning of the 
French Revolution. His successors in large mea- 
sure followed in his footsteps. The great Wesleyan 
revival which, even during his reign, greatly af- 
fected England, and ultimately America also, 
searcely touched Germany. These great revivals 
had to a large extent rooted out deism in Eng- 
land, Scotland, and America. But not so in Ger- 
many. On the contrary that country had become 
more and more paganized until during the latter 
half of the last century that monstrosity that has 
come to be known as higher criticism was evolved. 
This was for them a most desirable scheme because 
it furnished for them a Bible without any divine 
moral sanctions. 


We can see how natural it would be for Ger- 
many to be so affected, but how has it come about 
that England, Scotland, Canada and the United 
States have been so inundated with these per- 
niclous doctrines? We do not have to look far to 

the answer to that question. The Germans 
are admittedly a forceful, vigorous people, and 
skilled propagandists. So they were not reticent in 
letting the world know that German research 
scholars had discovered very important facts about 
the Bible that had escaped all the saints and 
scholars of the past. Because of these reports, 
Germany became the Mecca towards which bright 
young Biblical students turned their faces. There 
ese young men hearing only the views of those 
German Professors became inoculated with this 
eadly virus, and returned to their native land to 
fil Important pulpits and well-endowed seminary 
chairs to infect the minds of the people. Such 
teaching in Germany for three or four genera- 
tions has produced a nation of pagans. Remember 


that Hitler had the nation as a whole behind him. 
But there are many noble exceptions. Valiant 
heroism both among the Lutherans and Catholics 
has furnished brilliant illumination in a nation of 
sordid darkness. May we not express the hope 
that these may prove to be the foundations upon 
which a new Germany may be built after this 
terrible war is over? In the English-speaking coun- 
tries this teaching has not made of us a pagan 
people. Our teachers did not take such extreme 
positions as the Germans. They generally took a 
position of compromise. Then too, we were too 
well grounded in the faith for that. Too many had 
felt the divine fire in their own souls. But it has 
definitely done one thing—it has given us a greatly 
diluted gospel and the effect of that is apparent 
everywhere. It has quietly but all too effectively 
opposed a vigorous evangelism and a higher Chris- 
tian experience. The newspapers are reminding us 
daily that we are living on a low spiritual level. 
Will we get out of it? Faith tells us that we will. 
It can only be done by a great religious awaken- 
ing. As that got us out of deism, so may it get us 
out of higher criticism or modernism. But re- 
vivals come generally when other agencies break 
down, and men and women realize their own 
helplessness and cry out in agony to the only 
sure source for help they know—to God. There is 
no virtue in suffering in itself. There is in it no 
power of regeneration. What it does is to melt 
down our covering of self-sufficiency. Then face 
to face with God we are in a position to receive 
His cleansing power. There are many encouraging 
indications that this is taking place in our own 
country and throughout the world today. The 
Bible is being accepted as never before in our 
generation as God’s message to a heartsick world. 


*Charlotte, N. C. 


<i 
—_> 


WAS IT RIGHT? 
By Rev. Daniel J. Currie, D.D.* 


Some years ago there was a merger of The 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church into The Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. A. Some of the Cumberland 
Presbyterian congregations did not favor the 
union. Naturally they thought to keep and use 
their manses and church buildings. But The Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A., with all its wealth, 
claimed their property and took it from them by 
court action—ie. Civil court. 





The same thing happened some years later when 
a merger was effected between The Methodist 
Episcopal Church and The Methodist Episcopal 
South. Here too there were some who disap- 
proved of the union. Naturally they wished to 
keep their parsonages and church buildings. Here 
too the case was taken to the Civil court and they 
too deprived of their property. 


A similar thing happened when certain min- 
isters and congregations with drew from The Pres- 
byterian Church U. S. A. because of its Modernism 
and in order that they might send their mission 
gifts through safe missionary channels. Here again 
the same thing happened. The Presbyterian Church 
U. S. A. demanded their church property and 
secured it by action of the Civil court. 


Thus the large wealthy Presbyterian Church U, 
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S. A. has—by the action of the Civil courts—come 
into possession of property for which others gave 
time, thought, prayers and money (often with 
sacrifices). 


Here are facts of church history that the pub- 
lic ought to know, face fairly, and answer honest- 
ly. Especially should the members and officers 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church know them 
and answer them in the light of God’s law in the 
eighth commandment and not in the light of man- 
made laws. 


Who owned the church property of which these 
real protestants were dispossessed? The thing 
made belongs to him that makes it. God’s own- 
ership of creation rests on the fact of creation. 
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness, the world 
and they that dwell therein. For He hath founded 
it upon the seas and established it upon the 
floods”—Ps. 24:1,2. The people above, who had 
the property taken from them made that property 


theirs by honest effort or occasionally by pur. 
chase. They made that property their property for 
their own convenience in the worship of God and 
the extension of His Kingdom, and not primarily 
for the upbuilding of a denomination. 


True, property was taken from them legally, by 
law; but it was man’s law. And there is a higher 
law than man’s and that is the law of God. There 
are more ways of breaking the law of honesty 
than by taking another’s goods under cover of 
night. Man must be honest with man; especially 
Christian with Christian and Church with. Church; 
and real honesty is measured by divine law not 
human law, be it civil law or church law. 


“OQ Liberty! Liberty! How many crimes are 
committed in thy name!’ Sometimes it may be 
said: “O Religion! Religion! How many crimes are 
committed in thy name.” 


*DeFuniak Springs, Fla. 





The Fayetteville Declaration 


By Rev. Robert Ervin Hough, D.D. 


A recent article by a Federal Council expert 
of Fayetteville, N. C., on the question of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., remaining a member of 
the Federal Council contains some rather boid 
and startling statements. Under the caption, “No 
Compromise,” the author declares that the patience 
of the pro-Council group is exhausted, and that 
henceforth there is to be no more tolerance of 
contrary views on the subject, however con- 
scientiously held. 


It is always advantageous to have an authorized 
statement of the principles and methods involved 
when considering any controversial issue. There 
is then little room for uncertainty and misunder- 
standing. This service has been rendered by the 
author of the aforesaid article, for he has been 
proclaimed publicly an authority on the subject. 
His declaration, therefore, is not the fulmination 
of an irresponsible, uninformed, and unauthor- 
ized exponent who has spoken out of turn, but 
of one competent in all respects to speak for all 
who share his position. 


Having at hand such a dependable statement on 
the issue, a few observations seem to be in order. 


First, the pronouncement would seem to indi- 
cate the pro-Council advocates have concluded 
that they are so strongly entrenched in their po- 
sition as to be able to dictate unconditional sur- 
render terms to those who conscientiously object 
to continuing membership in the Council. The 
group has grown so great and strong, they have 
evidently concluded it is no longer necessary, or 
even desirable, to cultivate the support and co- 
operation of those of contrary views. In their 
estimation, the time has passed when it is deemed 
expedient for them to tread lightly and speak 
softly when the question is considered. They have 
reached the pinnacle of power and influence and 
can boldly say to all who differ with them, 
“Henceforth we shall brook ‘no compromise.’ ”’. 
Tolerance and forbearance toward those who can- 


not agree with them can no longer be expected; 
patience has ceased to be a virtue and drastic 
measures have become a duty. That seems to bea 
fair a7 just interpretation of the content of the 
article. 


Second, it appears that the Pauline principle 
of tender solicitude for the well-being of those 
who cannot see eye to eye with them is to be 
tossed aside as antiquated, according to The Fay- 
etteville Declaration. In the church at Corinth 
there were Christian brethren who believed the 
custom of eating meat offered in sacrifice to idols 
was contrary to their position as professed follow- 
ers of Christ, and they could not conscientiously 
indulge in the practice, nor could they bear to 
see other believers do so. But Paul had no such 
scruples. What did he do when the matter came 
to his attention? Did he say, “We progressives 
see no harm in the custom. We like to be liberal 
and friendly with those of other faiths and prac- 
tices. It is for the good of the community and the 
progress of the work not to be so narrow. We 
can eat meat and be none the worse by so doing; 
and having arrived at this conclusion, and feeling 
ourselves to be in the majority, we propose to 
keep right on eating such meat regardless of other 
people’s conscientious convictions.” Paul took no 
such position, but declared that he, and those who 
thought with him, had liberty to forego the: prac- 
tice and would do so rather than disturb and divide 
the church over non-essential issues. Keeping 
the bond of unity in the spirit of love was t 
Paul of far more importance than forcing a di- 
vision in the visible body of Christ. 


But it now appears that Paul’s lovely and Christ- 
like practice does not fit into modern conditions, 
and is changed to read: “Let him go along 
us, or drop out; our patience is exhausted. If he 
cannot eat meat with us, it is just too bad, for 
meat is more to us than the state of his cor 
science.” Paul is thus put in the position of being 
mistaken in his dealing with his non-confo 
brethren at Corinth. He should have issued # 
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ultimatum of “‘No compromise,” no more patience, 
no further tolerance. 


Third, the declaration seems to intimate that 
the principle of “No compromise” may be applied 
to other controversial issues. It stands to reason 
that if it is to be applied to the Federal Council 
issue, it also may be applied to the Union ques- 
tion. If there is to be no compromise in refusing 


to submit the Federal Council issue to the Pres- . 


byteries for “their advice and consent,” it may 
be argued, why submit the Union question? What 
is ‘the objection to letting the people speak on 
the matter? Is the general run of laymen and 
laywomen of the church at large incapable of 
forming and expressing an intelligent and Christ- 
like judgment on controversial matters? Are these 
problems too complicated for them to understand? 
Are the rank and file of the people of the church 
to be considered so backward and unprogressive 
as not to be worthy of confidence on so vital a 
matter as the changing of the entire structure and 
form of their own church? Are these matters of 
such extreme importance that they can be handled 
only by experts? The delegation to the experts 
the decisions of these great issues may win for 
the experts a few temporary victories, but such 
tactics will not make for peace and harmony in 
the church at large, but rather breed contention 
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and division, and the latter state will be far worse 
than the one from which our expert friends pro- 
pose to save us. 


Fourth, after all, may it not be that The Fay- 
etteville Declaration of “No Compromise” was 
dictated rather by a sense of weakness than of 
any conscious strength of position? The unwilling- 
ness to submit the issue to the Presbyteries may 
very well stem from the fear that the verdict of 
the people will not be according to their liking. 
The one who is truly strong is both willing and 
anxious to have his position passed upon by the 
entire constituency and abide their decision. 
Sometimes even experts have been known to 
whistle in the dark to keep up courage. 


By all means let the Presbyteries speak what- 
ever verdict they may see fit to return. Let there 
be no compromise in this respect. The churches, 
big and little, should be consulted. No church 
should be denied the right to pass judgment on 
all issues of such moment. If these things are of 
God they will stand the test; if they are of men, 
and not for the best interest of the cause, they 
should fail. Let the people—all the people—have 
full information and be permitted to pass judg- 
ment accordingly. As to that position let there 
be no compromise. 





General Church News 


Rev. Harry W. Myers, D.D. 
By Rev. Charles A. Logan, D.D. 


In the passing of Dr. Harry W. Myers the 
Southern Presbyterian Church has lost one of its 
most distinguished missionaries. He died at the 
home of his daughter in Bronxville, N. Y., August 
5, 1945, and was buried in Lexington, Va. He 
was in Japan for 45 years and survivor of six 
months as prisoner of the Japanese, returning to 
the United States on the “Gripsholm” in August, 
1942, Following that he made addresses at the 
General Assembly, Montreat Conferences, Florida 
Chain of Missions, Chautauqua, and in churches 
throughout the country. In these many speeches 
there was never a trace of bitterness against the 


people among whom he worked so long and loved 
so well. 


Harry White Myers was born in Lexington, Va., 
on May 20, 1874, the son of Mr. Henry H. Myers 
and Mary Ella Nelson Myers. He was graduated 
from Washington & Lee University with honors in 
1893, and received his Masters Degree the follow- 
ing year. He took his theological training at Louis- 
Ville Theological Seminary, graduating in 1897. 
He married Miss Grace Field of Lexington, 
Mo., and together they went to Japan. He en- 
gaged in evangelistic work in Okasaki, Tokushima, 
Toyohashi, and Kobe. He was a teacher in the 
Kobe Theological Seminary for 25 years, succeed- 
Ing Dr. S. P. Fulton as its President. He was 
Pastor of the English Speaking Union Church of 

obe for many years. The home of Dr. and Mrs. 

yers was open to all missionaries passing through 
obe to China and Korea and Manchuria, and 
thousands have enjoyed their hospitality. During 


his years of teaching he influenced and trained 
two hundred (200) Japanese preachers, and among 
them is Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa whom he baptized 
and who called him his spiritual father and lived 
in his family for years. 


In addition to Mrs. Myers he is survived by two 
sons, Capt. Wentworth Myers, A.A.F. Mitchell 
Field, and Henry N. Myers, of Greensboro, N. C., 
a daughter Mrs. George Dickely, of Bronxville, 
N. Y., a brother, Rev. C Myers, D. D., of 
Greensboro, and a sister, Mrs. H. W. M. Drake of 
Port Gibson, Miss. 


“For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest 
coast, 
——— gates of pearl streams in the countless 
ost 
Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!’ 
—Bishop William W. How. 


$$ 


First Presbyterian Church 


623 North Amelia Avenue 
DeLand . Florida 


Aug. 26, 1945. 
Dear Friend: 
Please send us the names of any boys or girls 
who are coming to Stetson University this fall. 
Advise us if they sing in choir, or are leaders in 
Young People’s work, or if they can cut stencils 
and do mimeograph work; could they do student 
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work among the University students; we would 
like to employ part-time student workers to visit 
among the students. 


Sincerely, 
Rev. J. M. McKnight. 


Atheist Sues To Bar Bible 


Goes To Court To Stop Religious Instruction 
In Public Schools In Illinois 


Weekday religious instruction in the public 
schools of America is jeopardized by a suit in the 
Circuit Court of the city of Champaign, IIl., in 
the opinion of “United Evangelical Action” (Cin- 
cinnati). In its August 15 issue Dr. A. Ray Cart- 
lidge, pastor of the First Presbyterian church of 
Champaign, explains in an article the basis of the 
approaching suit which is beginning to arouse 
nationwide interest. Suit is being brought by Mrs. 
Vashti McCollum against the Champaign (lIIl.) 
school board seeking to stop the weekday religious 
education classes in the Champaign public schools. 


Mrs. McCollum states in her mandamus petition 
that she “adheres to the school of thought known 
as ‘rationalism,’ including atheism; is not a believer 
in any religious creed or doctrine, and accepts 
no part of any Bible as true where such part is 
not in accord with reason.” 


The immediate cause of the suit, Mrs. McCollum 
claims, is that her son, James Terry McCollum, 
aged 10, has been subject to “segregation, ostra- 
cism, ridicule, hostility and embarrassment.” Dr. 
Cartlidge explains in his article that in the schools 
of Champaign there is no discrimination in the 
weekday religious classes, and no compulsion. Ali 
three religious groups—Protestants, Catholics, and 
Jews—are represented and have their classes. 


Minutes Of General Assembly 
Presbyterian Church 
U.S. 1945 


ERRATA — REVISED 


Those who have copies of this volume are au- 
thorized and requested to make the following cor- 
rections. Four corrections are included which were 
not on the origina] list. 


E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 
Page 45: Next to last line: Change second period 
to comma. 
Page 159: Line 28: Change scutive to secutive. 


Page 194: James Stewart Meacham: Change Los 
Angles to Los Angeles. 


Pages 226 and 380: Morgan, Kenneth J.: Change 
to Morgan, K. J. “K” is for Kingsley. 


Page 230: Pierce Danis: Change to Pierre Danis. 


Page 272: Van M. Arnold: Change number of 
communicants from 33 to 329. 


Page 280: Dwight A. Sharpe: Change number add. 
ed on certificate from 119 to 19. 


Page 290: Chauncer Acrey: Change to Chauncey 
Acrey. 


Page 314: Mississippi Presbytery: Change number 
of ministers to 13. North Mississippi Presbytery: 
Change number of ministers to 18. 


Page 341: Jewel Ridge and Jewel Valley: Change 
both to Jewell. 


Page 368: Gaw, Warren B.: Change 3915 North. 
western Parkway to 3519. 


Page 370: Heaton, Geo. W.: Change Roxbury to 
Roxboro. 


Page 377: McCaskill, Ralph E.: Change Summer. 
ville to Summerton. 


Page 378: McLean,.S. B.: Change 703 East Kings. 
ton to 705 East Kingston. McMurry, Stonewall 
J.. D.D.: Change H. R. to H. R., S. C. Me 
Pheeters, C. A., Ph.D.: Change 403 East Nine- 
teenth Street to 403 East Tenth Street. 


Page 379: Metts, Louis B.: Change to Metts, 
Lewis B. 


Page 389: Van Saun, Arthur C., Ph.D.: Insert 
Washington, Ga., as Postoffice. Walker, R. P., 
D.D.: Change 315 North Ninth to 315 West 
Ninth. 


Page 393: Rev. H. E. Pressly: Change address t 
Taxco, Guerrero, Mexico. 


Christianity Is Not A Religion 
By Rev. W. G. Neville* 


Dr. Robert E. Speer made the above state- 
ment before his Montreat audience. Knowing that 
this might cause bewilderment he went on to ex- 
plain . . . and what a beautiful and satisfying 
explanation— 


Religion is defined as man seeking God. Chris- 
tianity is not that at all. It is just the opposite. 
It is GOD seeking man. 


And so, may we praise His Name that our hope 
is different . . . It is based on a certainty, on His 
longing for us, His infinite LOVE that will not let 
us go. 


And so, it may be true that any religion will 


do if you haven’t Christianity. But until, and only 
when one has Christianity is Salvation assured. 


-*Missionary to Brazil. 
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Charlotte Churches Decide 
Not To Unite 


Since there is such wide spread interest in the 
proposed union of the First and Second Presby- 
terian Churches of Charlotte, N. C., it is felt that 
the following will be of interest to our readers. 


“The Joint Committees from the First and Sec- 
ond Presbyterian Churches Charlotte, N. C., after 
due and prayerful consideration have come to the 
mutual conclusion that it would be unwise to de- 
liberate further, looking to the merger of these 
two churches.” 


This information was received from Mr. H. C. 
Alexander, who was chosen by Committees from 
both Churches to moderate their meetings. 


Ministers Of Norfolk Presbytery 
Protest The Reception Of Rev. 
Donald G. Miller, Ph.D. 


(The following excerpt from the Minutes of 
Norfolk Presbytery has been sent to us for publi- 
cation. Minutes of Norfolk Presbytery, 129th 
Stated Session, Pages 16 - 17. Meeting in Nor- 
folk, Va., Apr. 17, 1945. Editor.) 


“A certificate from Dallas Presbytery, dismiss- 
ing Rev. Donald G. Miller to Norfolk Presbytery 
was read and found in order. He was then ex- 
amined on experimental religion and his views 
touching theology, the sacraments and church 
government. The examinations were sustained 
separately; and then, on motion, the examination 
as a whole was sustained, after which he was en- 
rolled on the signing of the obligations. 


The following brethren voted against his re- 
ception and presented the following statements 
showing their reasons for dissent or protest: 


“Until the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States modifies its position relative to the Sover- 
eignty of God, the Decrees of God, and the Mode 
of Baptism to harmonize with the views of Dr. 
Donald G. Miller, I have no other alternative than 
to dissent from the action of the majority receiv- 
ing Dr. Miller into the membership of Norfolk 
Presbytery. 


If there is a real need for modifications, I think 
that a very great service could be rendered to our 
Church by Dr. Donald G. recor 


igned: 
J. Wesley Lehmann. 


“1. Dr. Miller replied in answer to an examiner, 
that he disagreed with the Standards of our Church 
at Question 20 of the Shorter Catechism and 
Question 68 of the Larger Catechism, as he denies 
that the number of those who are specially or 
“effectively called” is limited; and he denies that 
God leaves some who are not thus called. Dr. 
Miller says this limited call would be “arbitrary” 
in God. On the other hand the Standards state 
that “all the elect and they only are effectively 
called,” in which our Church holds that God is 
never arbitrary, acting without fixed rules and 
standards. In other respects the views of Dr. Miller 
on the distinctive points of our Standards in their 
summary of Biblical teaching oppose what is com- 
monly known as Calvinism and fit the system of 

inianism. 


2. Dr. Miller stated that the mode of baptism 
practiced on Christ and by His apostles was “prob- 
ably immersion,” contrary to our Standards which 
state that “baptism is rightly administered by 
pouring, or sprinkling water upon a person.” 
(Conf. of Faith; Ch. 28; Par. III.’’) 

Signed: 
Willis Thompson. 

“Having voted against the reception of Dr. 
Donald G. Miller into the Presbytery of Norfolk 
we want to record our reasons for protesting 
against the action of the majority as follows: 


It is our opinion: 1. That he does not accept 
the doctrine of the sovereignty of God as defined 
in our Standards, especially as touching the de- 
crees of God and particular election. 


2. That his views of baptism are contrary to 
the Standards in that he stated that Christ and 
his Apostles were “probably” baptized by im- 
mersion. 


3. That his views are especially dangerous be- 
cause of his prominence in the Church as a whole, 
and because of his position as a professor in Union 
Theological Seminary..” 

Signed: 
Harold McQ. Shields. 
W. W. Groves, 


Youth For Christ 


Youth for Christ leaders in Los Angeles, Calif., 
are planning for a Hollywood Bowl rally this fall 
at which 5,000 young people from Greater Los 
Angeles are expected to gather. On July 23 seven 
thousand youth thronged the Shrine auditorium 
for the Jubilee celebration. The All-Nations choir 
sang and the Salvation Army band played. Dr. 
Charles E. Fuller of the Old-Fashioned revival 
hour, was chief speaker. 


ee oo 


Negro Children To Be Guests 
Of White Presbyterians 


CHICAGO—For the first time in Chicago’s his- 
tory, local Negro boys and girls will spend two 
weeks in the homes of downstate Illinois white 
families. 

Duplicating the Vermont experiment begun last 
summer, 45 Negro children, all of them members 
of Presbyterian churches here, will be the guests 
of white Presbyterian families in Ashton, Franklin 
Grove, Hersman, and Danvers, all small Illinois 
communities. They will attend a white children’s 
vacation Bible school. 

A Social Venture 

The project is sponsored by the committees on 
social education and action of the Illinois Synod 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., and national 
headquarters in Philadelphia in co-operation with 
downstate Presbyterian ministers and the Rev. 
Nevin Kendell, the white assistant pastor of a 
Negro Presbyterian church here. 

Mr. Kendell stressed that the plan was in no 
sense “a farm child labor project,” but a religious 
and social venture. He said the children will be 
guests free of charge in the white homes and will 
be entertained “just as if they were the out- 
of-town relatives of their white hosts.” 


—The Church Times, July 21, 1945. U.S.A. 
Presbyterian Publication. 
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Leaving The Federal 
Council 


It is good news that one denomination, though 
not a large one, has severed its connection with 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America. At its recent triennial meetings in Phila- 
delphia, May 23-24-25, the Reformed Episcopal 
Church voted officially to leave the Federal 
Council, of which it had been a member since 
1909. The Reformed Episcopal Church is com- 
posed of some 100,000 members, and has synods 
in the New York, Philadelphia and Chicago areas 
and in the South. One of its most illustrious mem- 
bers was Dr. James M. Gray, the former president 
of the Moody Bible Institute. Among the present 
members of the Church who took part in the dis- 
cussion in Philadelphia, and who believed that the 
Church should withdraw from the Federal Council, 
were Bishop William Culbertson, D.D., dean of 
the Moody Bible Institute; and Frank E. Gae- 
belein, Litt.D., headmaster of the Stony Brook 
School, Stony Brook, L. I. The action of these 
men and their colleagues, among whom were 
Bishop Higgins and the Rev. Robert K. Rudolph, 
D.D., of the Philadelphia area, is to be highly 
commended, for the point at issue was the Mod- 
ernism of the Federal Council. It would be well if 
other denominations would follow the good ex- 
ample of the Reformed Episcopal Church. The 
Scriptures, church history and modern experience 
show that the best remedy for apostasy is ex- 
cision or complete separation. When church 
leaders take a bold stand against it, it helps 
greatly to clear up confusion among the rank and 
file of church members. —Editorial in Sunday 
School Times, July 28, 1945. 





Children In Chicago Attend 
Interracial Bible School 


‘Advance In Brotherhood’ 
Proves Successful 


CHICAGO—A group of 170 boys and girls, half 
of whom are white and the other Negroes, Japa- 
nese-Americans and Filipinos, have been studying 
here this summer in the largest daily interracia] 
Bible school ever conducted in Chicago. 


Sponsored by the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., the project enrolled children from three 
to 18 years of age, and includes not only Pro- 
testants and Roman Catholics, but Buddhists and 
Jews. The faculty, representing several denomina- 
tions, is also interracial. Classes are held in a 
Negro Methodist church. 


Mrs. Naida Axford, a Methodist minister and 
a Sunday School teacher at Olivet Presbyterian 
church, supervises the classes, and the Rev. Alva 
Tompkins, pastor of Olivet, and chaplain of an 
—™ government housing project, is spiritual 
adviser. 


“There has been no segregation of any kind 
within either the classrooms or the playgrounds,” 
Mrs. Axford said. “There has been no friction and 
the children have studied and played together 
without displaying any racial prejudice.” 


The Church Times, July 28, 1945. U.S.A. Pres- 
byterian Publication. 





LESSON FOR OCTOBER 7 


The Christian Way Of Life 
Scripture: Matthew 22:36-39; Mark 12:28-34; 
Luke 10:25-37. Devotional Reading: Colossians 
3:12-17. 


The best discussion we have ever seen on the 
subject of Love for God and Love for Man, which 
is the Christian Way of Life, is found in Abra- 
ham Kuyper’s great book, To Be Near Unto God, 
and many of our thoughts in this brief discussion 
are to be attributed directly or indirectly to 
Holland’s master statesman, theologian and mystic. 


Love For God 

Look at the word, “‘Love”. Love seems an easy 
matter to the superficial mind. Of course we 
love ourselves and God, if we believe in God. Per- 
haps it is not so easy to love our neighbor. But 
the truth is that it is far more difficult to love 
God than to love our neighbor. Where there are 
ten people who love their neighbor, perhaps there 
is one who really loves God. 


Love for God is put first by our Savior in these 
passages. It is very necessary for us to examine 
closely and find out what it is to love God. And 
the first step is to realize that it is not the easiest 
but the hardest thing to which Faith calls us. “To 
love God is to abandon everything that separates 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


us from God, and every moment of our life to 

live wholly for God. Our heart is from God, our 

soul is from God, our mind is from God, and all 

our powers are His property. Hence we bring 

+ te , nothing. We but return what belongs to 
im. 


In Isaiah 57:11, (Dutch Version), the prophet 
says: “Thou hast lied, for thou hast not laid Me 
upon thine heart.” It used to be the custom of 
lovers to wear each others pictures upon their 
hearts. It meant that they had given each other 
heart and hand. To thus lay God upon our hearts 
is to make our choice and place Him on the throne 
of our whole inner being of heart, soul, and 
strength. 


The first duty of every man is not to serve God, 
but to love Him. We forget this. 


Let us now look at the words, “with all’’. Notice 
how this little “painful” word is repeated. Sound 
creeds and blameless walk are both good and in- 
dispensable, but the “marrow of religion” is fellow- 
ship with God and the word “all’’ describes that 
—_— and unbroken fellowship which is commanded 

ere. 


“With All Thy Heart” 
The Scripture speaks of a “cleaving of soul to 
God,” as when the magnet draws the steel 80 
closely that there is no air between. Every child 
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of God has enjoyed brief moments when he was 
so overcome or drawn by the love of God for 
him that everything was removed which might be 
between his heart and the heart of God. It is 
like the power of attraction in nature. Love is 
not something to be explained, but felt. “As the 
sun draws the flower bud upwards, and by his 
cherishing warmth makes it to unfold, so this love 
of God draws you up to Himself and fills you 
with most blessed sensations that make the heart 
leap with holiest joy.” 







































Our love is drawn out by many things—even 
flowers and animals, but only reaches its perfec- 
tion in human relationships, the highest being that 
of husband and wife. But there is a higher, holier 
and richer love than this; it is the love which 
knits our hearts with the heart of God. God has 
come down to earth as our Savior and in Jesus 
we have Him in a form that calls forth our love. 


“With All Thy Soul” 


The difference between heart and soul is seen 
in Jer. 4:10 and 18. “Reachest unto thine heart, 
(4:18), “Reachest unto the soul (4:10). The im- 
pulse to love must spring from the soul; it is 
expressed by the heart, but starts in the soul. 
With the heart we can be sweetly moved, but still 
not have the deeper love of the soul. We may see 
a marvellous picture, or hear a touching recital 
of human suffering and need, and then in an 
hour have forgotten all about it. It has not touched 
the soul. “It is all comprehensive: Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy soul. It means that 
there shall be no single utterance of life in you 
except such as springs from your love for God.” 


“With All Thy Mind” 
How can the mind, which is given us to think, 
ponder, understand, be turned into an organ of 


love? Let us apply this to three spheres of 
thought-life: 


(1) Scientific knowledge and research should 
be controlled by love for God. This is God’s uni- 
verse and not only is the “undevout astronomer 
mad,” but the unloving scientist is also mad and 
foolish. We cannot think God’s thoughts after Him 
unless we love Him. “All science, however much 
disciplined and learned, that leaves God out of 
count, that awakens doubt about His existence, 
or dares to defy Him, is no science, but sin.” 


hink of the sin of the so-called science of evo- 
lution ! 

































































































































































(2) Doctrinal standards are good. Scientists 
te few, but every man is called upon to confess 
lis faith. This we do in doctrinal creeds or state- 
ments. God should be the center of all such creeds, 
id our love to Him the motive behind them. To 


lorify God and enjoy Him forever, we must, of 
ourse, love Him. 

















(3) The many activities of mind in our daily 
scations and social life. In all our thoughts and 
n all our plans, for profit or pleasure, Love for 
rod must take the supreme control. 


“With All Thy Strength” 


All our powers are to be consecrated to God. It 
& big mistake to think of a minister loving God 
hore than a carpenter, or a missionary more than 
mother in the home. The humble and the “high” 

ng must both be controlled by love. “A mother 
7 ie osom of her family has as sacred a calling 
ove God with all her strength as a nurse or a 



























woman missionary in the foreign field. False 
dualism, which relegates the mother or the servant 
to common life and pronounces the nurse sacred, 
does not feed the love for God, but poisons it.” 


Three forms of sin are found here: “neglect, 
misuse, and abuse of our powers.” Every star 
has been placed in the heavens to shine for the 
glory of God: they perform their duty, but man 
neglects it. If we love God, let us shine. Think of 
the misuse of talents! How much wit has been used 
not for the glory of God, but for His dishonor. 
When we hear some of the programs which come 
over the radio we realize the depth of degradation 
to which the modern mind has been lowered. How 


men are abusing their God-given talents and brain 
power! 


Love For Man—Our “Neighbor” 

We have little space left for this important part 
of our lesson, but we need only. to read and heed 
the Parable of The Good Samaritan, with which 
Jesus illustrated and enforced this part of the 
two Great Commandments. 


One of the best outlines of this parable we 
ever heard was given in a Commencement address 
at Mitchell College. (We have forgotten the name 
of the speaker). He called it The Three Phi- 
losophies of Life and these were the main divisions 
of his splendid address: (1). The Philosophy of 
the Thieves—What is yours is mine, if I can get it, 
(2) The Philosophy of the Priest and Levite—of 
Selfish men—What is mine is Mine, and I will 
keep it, (3) The Philosophy of the Samaritan—of 
the Christian, if you please—What is mine is 
yours, if you need it. 


Two things to remember in Conclusion: 


(1) Remember that Christ is The Great Sa- 
maritan. He found us robbed and bleeding and 
dying in sin. He gave, not medicine or money, but 
Himself, to pay our ransom, to cure our sickness, 
to set us free. 


(2) Remember that if we ever love, either God 
or Man, it will be because He first loved us. 





LESSON FOR OCTOBER 14 


The Home A School Of 
Christian Living 


Scripture: Deut. 6:4-9; Luke 2:51-52; Ephesians 
5:22, 25; 6:1-4. Devotional Reading: Proverbs 
4:1-7. 


For the next three lessons we take up the sub- 
ject of The Christian Home. No subject could be 
of more importance to us in America today when 
the Home is threatened as never before. 


The Home should be a school where we are 
taught wisdom (See Devotional Reading—Prov. 
4:1-7), the wisdom which comes down from above 
and teaches us how to live here and now, and how 
to obtain eternal life. Such wisdom is certainly 
“the principal thing.” Is it so regarded in our 
homes in America? Many of the early homes of 
this country had this as their ideal. Has the glory 
departed from America? 


Our first passage is the great and well known 
command of God through Moses, statesman and. 
leader, the greatest man of the Old Testament. 
It gives us the foundation for national greatness— 
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The Word Of God In The Home, Or 
The Text-Book Of Our School 


He begins with the passage we studied last Sab- 
bath on Loving the Lord our God. Then he turns 
to “these words which I command thee this day.” 


The Word of God in our hearts. If we love the 
Bible there will be no difficulty about our giving 
it the proper place in our thinking and planning 
in the home. Most people have Bibles; many peo- 
ple reverence the Bible; are there few who really 
love this precious Book? 


The Word of God on our tongues. There are 
= things we do with our tongues: (1) teach, (2) 


“Teach them diligently unto thy children.” We 
wish these words could be drilled or burned into 
the minds of parents. We seem to pay so little 
attention to what our children are reading, much 
less carry out this command. If this one injunction 
were heeded it would transform our home life. 
The funny paper has taken the place of the Bible 
in many homes. 


“Talk of them.” What is the subject of conver- 
sation in most homes? Even in our best homes do 
we often turn our minds to God’s Word? Dr. Kuy- 
per has a fine book on “When Thou Sittest in 
Thine House.” “When we walk by the way.” The 
home here takes its influence into street and shop 
and social life. As we write these words there is 
an evangelistic meeting in progress in Moores- 
ville, and the Evangelist urges the people who 
come to bring their Bibles. Walking the street 
with a Bible is a fine testimony for the Lord. 


“Bind them for a sign upon thine hand.” These 
hands of ours would be honest, clean, industrious, 
kind hands, if the Word were written in spirit 
upon them. Would all work not be done better? 
Would not our labor problems be solved? 


“Be as frontlets between thine eyes.” How 
blind, how near-sighted, we are! The Word would 
open our eyes to the duties, opportunities, privi- 
leges, and wonders of a real home. The Home 
seen through the eyes of the Bible is a minature 
Heaven. 


“Write them upon the posts of thy house.” 
These words remind us of Jesus’ words as He con- 
cluded the Sermon on the Mount. (Matt. 7:24-27). 
There are many verses of Scripture which would 
make strong posts for our houses. 


“On thy gates.” The best protection a home 
can have is the Word of God. We used to build 
stockades to keep wild beasts and Indians from 
destroying our homes. Modern “wild beasts and 
Indians,” spiritual enemies of the home, can best 
be kept out by the Bible. We also want to keep 
the children and dear ones in, and the Bible, like 
a good gate, keeps the evil out and the good in. 


These words of God through Moses have never 
been surpassed as a recipe for a strong and in- 
fluential home. 


The Model Child, Or Pupil 


Jesus Christ 


The next thing after the text-book is the child. 
Our passage from Luke 2:51-52 gives a glimpse of 
the Home life of Jesus. 


He was subject unto them. This was a part of 


His Humiliation. He took the place of a reg| 
child, and subjection is part of a child’s training, 


He grew as a normal child; in wisdom, statue 
and in favor with God and man. Are our children 
growing as He grew? Or are they developing only 
in certain ways? What about their  spiritya) 
growth? The home should be the place where oy 
children grow as He grew. To have such a home, 
the Holy Spirit must be in our hearts and lives. 
The Christ Child was, of course, a perfect child, 
and we deal with sin in our children, but the idea] 
remains. 


Rules For The School 
(Eph. 5:22,25; 6:1-4) 


Paul in thir passage is giving us some of the 
Rules, or guiding principles, for the home. They 
include every member of the family. 


There is a proper subjection and reverence on 
the part of wives. The Bible teaches very plainly 
that the husband is the head of the home. To be 
the real head, worthy of respect and reverence, 
we must have the right kind of character and 
ourselves be in perfect subjection to our Heavenly 
Father. It is impossible to reverence some hus- 
bands, and pretty hard to be subject to them. 


There is love on the part of the husband. This 
love is mutual. Paul tells young women to love 
their husbands. So deep and sacred is this love 
= . is compared to the love of Christ for the 
church. 


There is Obedience on the part of the children. 
If Truth makes the home Strong—the truth of 
God built into its very structure; if Love makes 
it Sweet; then Obedience makes the home Beauti- 
ful. Nothing spoils an otherwise beautiful home 
like disobedience. How can we expect or demand 
obedience from our children unless we as parents 
obey our Father? 


Patience, kindness, and training on the part of 
fathers (and mothers, of course). How often we 
injure the disposition of our children by “nagging” 
and the wrong sort of teasing? God gives us wis 
dom, patience, and faithfulness! 


We feel that we ought to include verses 5-9 in 
our treatment. We have servants in many homes 
today. In England all the household came to family 
prayers in many of her homes. Would we not have 
better servants if we included them in our school 
for Christian Living? Perhaps the servant prob 
lem would not be so acute and troublesome. 
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Because a Donkey takes a Whim 
To Bray at you, why Bray at him? 
* * * or 
Alert old Rats are harder far 
To catch than Kittens think they are. 
2 . * a 
Who scans the ground may find a Golden Puri 
Who looks around will find a Universe. 
* ad * * 


To lose a Part may save the loss. of All; 
A Stumble oftentimes prevents a Fall. 


Youth’s Companion 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


What Fingerprints? 


There has recently been renewed and more in- 
tense presentation in the literature of our Church 
of the importance of teaching the Word of God to 
the children in the home. 


In letters from chaplains we have also read 
how the boys who have had this teaching instinc- 
tively turn to God and are comforted by faith 
which the boy who hasn’t had the teaching does 
not seem to be able in many instances to appro- 
priate. These untaught boys have been a heart- 
ache to the chaplains who have tried so hard to 
help them in their great hour of need, and many 
of them have gone out into eternity without know- 
ing what God hath said concerning salvation and 
many others wil] return to us as a challenge. 


Many Christian boys themselves have written 
back to their loved ones of their lack of fear and 
their complete trust in their Lord though the 
world seemed crumbling around them. We have 
heard from these loved ones of their thankfulness 
that they had realized from the beginning of their 
married life the importance of putting the Word 
of God in the hearts of their children and after 
realizing this they had been faithful in instruct- 
ing the children in the home and going with them 
to Sunday School and sitting with them in the 
Family Pew. 


One such mother whose son paid the Supreme 
Sacrifice in the Battle for Germany has shared 
parts of the last four letters received from her 
boy. We are bringing these portions to you, pray- 
ing that they will show the importance of in- 
structing the children in the Word of God and 
establishing real Christian homes. There is noth- 
ing in this world which this mother would take in 
exchange for the knowledge that her boy had God- 
given comfort in the trying days of battle and her 
surety that he is safe for eternity. 


Below are portions of his letters, even the last 
he ever wrote. 


Fort Bragg, N. C. 
Sunday, Sept. 10, 1944. 


Dearest Mother: 


We may leave Fort Bragg any day now, so I 
want you to promise me that you will not worry. 
We are not going to do any worrying at all, are 
We, mother, dearest, because we are not going to 
forget God, are we? Remember that verse: “Fear 
not, only believe.” That is a verse you must re- 
member, mother. Long, long ago I committed my- 
self into God’s care, so I am now under His guid- 
ance. There is a definite plan for my life, only 
God knows it, but nevertheless there is a plan and 
everything works according to that plan. This 
plan for my life is for the very possible best, so 
Whatever lies ahead also is working for the best 
Consummation of this plan—let’s never forget 

consequently, there can be no worrying on 
our part at all, can there? “Though I walk through 
the Valley of the Shadow of Death, I will fear no 
‘vil, for Thou art with me.” I am not afraid, 


mother, dearest; your faith is as strong as mine, 
isn’t it? 


Fort Bragg, N. C 


September 11, 1944. 
Dear Daddy: 


You wonder if we are anxious to go across— 
no one is in our outfit, but we do not whine and 
complain because we know it is our duty and we 
have to do it. People seem to think that the young 
soldiers are eager and anxious to go to combat. 
Maybe some camp soldiers, who aren’t even in 
the shadow of the boat, may talk like they are, 
but when the time comes to go, their story will 
change. We’re not blind; we know that it will be 
a long time before we come home again, we know 
also that it will be rough and rugged in combat. 
The whole life of a soldier overseas is hard and 
you are far away from your loved ones in a 
strange country. It won’t be a bit of fun, and we 
know it, so we aren’t anxious to leave this country, 
but it is necessary for us, as soldiers, to do the 
duty of every soldier, so we don’t question why, 
we just go, confident that we will come back some 
day, not too far away, we hope. Everything is 
planned and no worrying on our part can possibly 
change that plan. 


At Sea. 
Sunday, Oct. 7, 1944. 


Dearest Mother: 


I am writing this from aboard ship, well out at 
sea by now. I am sitting on deck enjoying a truly 
beautiful day. It seems almost impossible to rea- 
lize that this is anything but a pleasure cruise ex- 
cept for the guns on the transport and the mili- 
tary gear that accompanies us. We had church 
service on deck this morning, mother, and it is 
really inspiring to observe the earnestness with 
which the men worship now—I have no doubt that 
some of them are taking the first interest in re- 
ligion that they have shown in many years, per- 
haps in all their lives. I’m so terribly thankful that 
my interest in God and in the Church has sprung 
from you, and that here in the eleventh hour I’m 
not desperately grasping at a “fox-hole’”’ religion. 
Often at night time at Fort Bragg I used to go by 
the Post Chapel and stop in to kneel for just a 
few minutes of prayer—I used to feel so very 
close to God, there in the silence of that pretty 
little Chapel, and I would pray against the days 
that lie ahead. Please, mother, dearest, I have no 
fear; don’t you either. 


Somewhere in France. 
Oct. 23, 1944. 
Dear Mother and Daddy: 


We had church service yesterday morning be- 
hind a little French farm house. The chaplain had 
improvised an altar out of some empty boxes. We 
didn’t have a portable organ or any musical instru- 
ment and yet it was one of the best services I have 
ever attended—the singing of the hymns was spon- 
taneous and wonderful; you could tell the men 
were worshipping with all their hearts. I could not - 
help being struck with the thought that the scene- 
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changes so quickly; it was just a short time ago 
that I was sitting in an army barracks in the 
States looking at pictures in “Life” of fighting 
men worshipping the whole world over and it all 
seemed so far away—now we are the men in the 
picture. As we worshipped yesterday, I was won- 
dering what you were doing there at home— 
I knew that daddy would be worshipping at church 
in some city in his territory, and that mother 
would be at our Church, both of you praying for 
the safety of your two sons even as our chaplain 
prayed for the safety and the comfort of mind of 
our loved ones at home. 


Southern France. 
Nov. 26, 1944. 
Dearest Mother and Daddy: 


This week I have had the most wonderful ex- 
perience, I have spent two nights in houses—the 
first night I slept in a hay loft buried deep in the 
sweet-smelling hay. The farmer heated a big tub 
of water and I got to wash my hair and take a 
sponge bath and then last night was even better, 
as I slept in a real bed, the first time since I left 
the States—oh! it was wonderful—I just sank 
down in the wonderful mattress and the world 
and all its worries passed right into oblivion. These 
people were overjoyed to have us liberate their 
town; the Jerries all “pulled out” before we ar- 
rived and the people were waiting in the streets— 
they shouted and shook our hands and have been 
wonderful to us. The people in this house have 
given us bread, apples, milk, and even some 
cheese—they are wonderful to us. It seems such a 
shame that we have to shoot up their houses a 
little in clearing out snipers. Seldom indeed are 
the mail calls when Pvt. Taliaferro does not re- 
ceive at least one letter from his dear parents, to- 
day was no exception. It is wonderful to have 
this constant touch with the home I love so dearly. 
I know my letters are just as welcome at that end. 
I realize that despite all the dictates of common 
sense and reason, your hearts cannot help but 
worry when there is a protracted silence, so I am 
so thankful every time I slip a letter into an enve- 
lope addressed to my beloveds. On this mail call 
was my first letter from Hubert—he couldn’t tell 
me where he was other than overseas. How won- 
derful if we could meet somewhere. Daddy, I hope 
by now that you are home enjoying a much de- 
served rest until the first of the year. You can im- 
agine how very much I would love to be there 
with you, going up to our mountain place, tinker- 
ing or just working around home doing some of 
the things we used to do in the past. Remember? 
I remember all those times so fondly, all those 
and many more—happy idyllic days—I wouldn’t 
take anything for those memories. I’ll write again 
soon, I always hope. 

Your loving son, 
Gilbert. 


The 1945 Bible Mastery 


Campaign 

As to the Bible today, the primary need is that 
it be read not that it be defended. To defend the 
Bible and not to read it is mockery. Spurgeon 
said that a caged lion needs not to be defended 
with pitchforks and staves: “Let the lion out! It 
will defend itself!” Said Joseph Parker: “The first 
thing to do with the Bible is to read it; the second 
thing to. do is to read it; then the third thing is to 





read it.” Dr. M. R. Turnbull speaks of “the value 
of reading the Bible as a means of studying the 
Bible. In fact the right kind of Bible reading js 
the best kind of Bible study.” 


The Bible Mastery Campaign, in October of 
each year, aims to secure such repeated reading of 
one Bible Book. For next October the Book is 
Acts. There is a simple Committal to read four 
chapters daily and a further (optional) committa] 
to try to read Acts through at one sitting at least 
once during October. 


Some ministers will preach through Acts section 
by section or teach it in prayer meeting. One min- 
ister wrote of the satisfaction of “preaching to g 
people already interested.” Churches have carried 
on such a program for ten to fifteen years with 
continued interest. A pastor testifies that the 
largest and steadiest congregations he has had in 
a long ministry was in preaching through long 
books like John and Hebrews. The minister who 
has never tried it is in for some surprises, if he 
will faithfully saturate his own life with the Book 
as he asks his people to read it. 


Acts presents the record of the founding of the 
Church and also the resources of the Church and 
the principles of church operation and of per- 
sonal Christian living. It is “The Book Of The 
Holy Spirit,” and definitely, according to its own 
words (1:1): “The Record Of The Continuing 
Work Of Christ.’’ What a privilege to go back to 
original sources to study this Book of church prin- 
ciples. What minister can say that his people (or 
himself) knows too well what Acts presents and 
teaches? 


Bible Mastery found a response in seventeen 
denominations, in thirty-six states and six Ca- 
nadian provinces, in England, Australia, New Zea- 
land, Queensland, and Hawaii. The Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church adopted it. It is be- 
ing promoted by the Women’s Committee of the 
Presbyterian (Southern) Church, U. S., represent- 
ing 207,775 women. This is the sixteenth year of 
promotion under Seattle Presbytery. 


Further information, four-page leaflet and com- 
mittal forms, may be secured by sending stamped, 
addressed envelope to C. J. Boppell, Chairman, 
gr Thirty-seventh Avenue, S.W., Seattle 6, 
Wash. 


= 


New Missionaries Given 
Language Course 
At Montreat 


The prime importance of a good knowledge of 
the native language, both spoken and written, has 
always been recognized by foreign missionaries. 
The science of language study, however, is of re 
cent origin and its significance was not apprecl 
ated in this country until our army and navy 
came face to face with the tremendous task 0 
training young men and women to speak foreign 
languages. 


This summer,’ for the first time, it has been 
possible to include in our orientation course for 
new missionary recruits, a course in Phonetics 
and Linguistics. The group taking the course con 
sisted of twelve recruits for Africa, eight for 
Brazil, and one for Mexico, along with a couple 
under appointment by the United Presbyterian 
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Church for missionary work in Abyssinia, and 
three of our furloughed missionaries from Africa 
and one from Brazil, a total of twenty-seven. 
The course of study began on the morning of 
August 1 and closed at noon on August 17. Be- 
ginning at 8:45 each morning, two hours were 
given to a study of Phonetics, followed by an hour 
on Orientation. The group was then divided into 
two sections, those under appointment to Mexico 
and Brazil were given a beginner’s course ir 
Portuguese, and those under appointment to Africa 
were given a beginner’s course in French. Thus 
each group received five hours of instruction each 
day, two in Phonetics, two in Language and one 
in Orientation. 


The success of the project was due to the ex- 
cellent work done by Miss Esther B. Cummings, 
Professor of Phonetics and Linguistics at Biblical 
Seminary, in New York, who taught the Phonetics 
and Languages. She has given her time unstinted- 


ly to the work, teaching six periods each day. We 
are very grateful to her for helping us out in 
this way. Miss Cummings is not only a phonetician 
and linguist of outstanding ability but she is even 
more an earnest Christian who feels that God has 
called her to serve Him in this way. 


We are also indebted to Dr. L. G. Calhoun, of 
our East Brazil Mission, who taught the course 
in Orientation to the group who will go to Brazil, 
and to Rev. T. K. Morrison, of our Congo Mission, 
who taught the Orientation course for the grou; 
appointed to Africa. Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, ov 
Educational Secretary, and Dr. L. Nelson Bell, o* 
our China Mission, also gave lectures on Orien- 
tation. Rev. W. A. Linton, missionary to Korea, 
and for the present assistant to the Executive 
Secretary of the Foreign Mission Committee, 
planned the Study Course and was on hand at 
Montreat to see that it was carried through to a 
successful conclusion. 





Young People’s Department 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Young People’s Emphasis 
For October 


CHRISTIAN SHARING 


Approach To The Topic 


Have you ever noticed how a girl will do 
when she meets a new boy? Just as soon as he 
calls her up and asks for the first date she will 
keep the wires hot calling all of her girl friends 
to tell them about the new flame. 


Have you ever noticed how a woman will do 
when she has a good recipe for something or oth- 
er? All the women will call and pass the word 
around, and soon she will be having to share her 
recipe with all of her friends. 


_Have you ever thought about why you and I 
live today with a comfort unknown to kings and 
rich men in past generations? It is because all 
those men who have given themselves to scien- 
tific research have shared with mankind the re- 
sults of their labors. 


Life today would not be worth living unless 
People shared what they have, and every day we 
gladly share our experience with others and think 
nothing of it. But is it not strange that. when we 
come to sharing with others our most precious 
Possession, our religion, we get all jittery and 
try to pass the buck on to somebody else. You 
can share ideas with people today on any thing 
under heaven and find them ready to talk, but 
a soon as you begin to talk of God and Christ 
the atmosphere becomes strained and difficult. 

hy is this? 

,-Qur emphasis for the month of October i 

Christian Sharing.” As we examine this emphasis 
we must find what we have to share in our Chris- 
tian religion, how we can best share it, and why 
We so often are afraid to strike out and share iv. 


ot committee in Riehmond during the past 
ew years has not been giving us any topics for 


each Sunday night, but rather they have given 
us a monthly emphasis each month and let v 
break it down to suit ourselves. So in the Journa’ 
we have broken it down into our topics, and in 
Presbyterian Youth the different people who pre- 
sented the planning guide for each month have 
broken it down into their own topics. But plans 
under way now call for an assignment of a spe- 
cific topic for each Sunday program, and when 
these plans are carried out the Journal will de- 
velop the set of topics as handed down by our 
Young People’s Director in Richmond. But until 
then we shall have to continue breaking the 
monthly emphasis down into our own topics. Here 
a a  _aeaee list for the four Sunday nights of 
ctober. 


1. What Is Evangelism? 

2. An Abiding Emergency. 

3. Into the Days of Peace. 

4. God’s Selective Service Act. 


First Sunday: What Is Evangelism? 


Introduction 


The General Assembly of our Church has set a 
goal of fifty thousand people to be won to Christ 
this church year by our evangelistic efforts: I 
wonder what crosses your mind when you hear 
of that goal? Do you think about traveling evan- 
gelists that you have heard? Do you think about 
your church and your preacher? Do you think of 
your personal responsibility? 


Too often the big words we use to describe 
our Christian tasks remain definitions of the 
church’s work instead of becoming challenges to 
us personally. Let’s look at four kinds of evan- 
gelism that we see in the New Testament and see 
what part we must play personally if our church 
is to reach fifty thousand souls for Christ this 
year. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
1. Pulpit Evangelism: Acts 2:14, 40-41. On the 
day of Pentecost Peter stood and preached to the 
gathered crowd, and when the invitation was 
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given they who received the Word were baptized 
and added. unto the church. 


2. Practical Ewangelism: Acts 2:42-43. Those 
who were members of the church were faithful in 
their attendance upon the services of the church, 
true to the doctrine of the church, sincere in the 
prayer life of the church, and genuine in their 
fellowship with the church; therefore their life 
together made an impression on the people round 
about. The life of the church together must be 
real enough to maintain the respect of the world. 


3. Personal Evangelism: Acts 8:26-40. Philip 
left a big meeting in Samaria to go down into 
the desert and deal with one man. He did not 
call on Him to turn over a new leaf and do better, 
he did not call on him to join the church, he 
simply preached Christ to Him as man to man. 


4. Parental Evangelism: 2 Timothy 1:4-5; 3:14- 
15. From these brief references it seems that in 
the home Timothy was taught the Word of God 
by his parents and brought to the place where he 


was just ready to receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
when Paul came along. 


Are these four types different and distinct? No, 
they are one and the same. No preaching from 
the pulpit will be effective in winning men to 
Christ unless the life of the church members is 
faithful and consistent enough to commend Christ 
to the world. Almost every one who ever comes 
forward in a meeting has been dealt with per- 
sonally, prayed for, and brought by some one who 
is personally interested in his salvation, and in the 
home the seeds of true conversion are sown. Our 
job is to win men to a saving faith in Christ, and 
it can not be done by preaching alone. Pulpit 
evangelism must be backed up by the practical 
evangelism of consistent Christian living, the 
personal evangelism of personal interest, and the 
parental evangelism of a Christian home. 


Suggestions 


A chaplain recently wrote that the men who 
were coming back from the war would be used 
to attacking and taking objectives that were tre- 
mendously important and that were of vital im- 
portance to the welfare of their fellow soldiers. 
This chaplain said that if we were going to hold 
these men for the church after the war we would 
have to give them objectives in the church that 
were just as important and vital as those they 
were used to taking in the war. The other day 
I asked one of the leaders of our denomination 
what objectives we had in the church’s program 
that were that important, vital, and challenging. 
He replied, “Put them to work at personal evan- 
gelism. It takes as much courage to go after a 
fellow for Christ as it does to go into battle.” 
There is the real battle front. Our church must 
reach men for Christ, and its effectiveness de- 
pends upon you and me reaching men personally. 
How shall we go about it? 


1. We must know the Lord ourselves. How can 
you face a man who is lost and introduce him 
to Christ unless you know Christ yourself? How 
can we know for a certainty that we have truly 
been born from above, born again? 


a. The Word says so. John 3:3 and 1 John 5:1; 
Romans 10:9-10. If we trust Christ for salvation 
sincerely and confess Him before men, then God 


says that we are born from above. Take God at 
His Word. ee 


b. The Spirit says so. Romans 8:14-17. When we 
have truly believed the Spirit bears witness jp 
our hearts and something inside us just wells up 
in joy and peace calling upon God as Father, 
conscious of His presence. 


c. The Life says so. 2 Corinthians 5:17. When 
we are born again our lives are changed. What 
once we loved we no longer like and what once 
had little meaning to us now becomes precious, 


2. We must know the Word of God. We are 
not sent to tell people what we are, what they 
ought to be, or how we think. We are sent to give 
them the Word of God. How can we give it to 
them if we never read it ourselves? 


3. We must love people. We must speak in love 
if we win men to Christ. But, you say, what if ] 
don’t love people? If you will fix your heart upon 
what Christ has done for you on Calvary, think 
much of what it means to be lost, and obey Christ 
by doing what He says you will soon find that 
the Spirit has spread His love abroad in your 
heart. If you will do these things in the spirit of 
believing, obedient prayer the love will come. 


A very helpful booklet on this whole matter 
was prepared in 1943 by the General Assembly's 
Committee on Evangelism. It is called “A Hand- 


book on Evangelism for Ministers and Members.” 
Get it and use it. 


We have taken more than the proportionate 
amount of space for this program, but it is the 
most important and fundamental of all. It is 
where our church is failing more than at any 
other place. Prepare your program by presenting 
the approach for the month, have some one 
present the Scripture lesson, and then go through 
the fundamental requirements for doing personal 
work one by one, discussing what they mean and 
where you may have failed. The program should 
be closed with a prayer of dedication in which 
each one in the group who is willing should promise 
the Lord to speak to at least one soul every day in 
behalf of Jesus Christ. 


———————_ > oo oe 


ee 





Misfortune is a Wind that, rising higher, 
Blows out the match, but fans the Steady Fire. 


* *- * * 


Where clean-cut Men are met, 
A Promise is a Debt. 


~ = ™* *« 


He flew among the Crows; then was it not 
The Blackbird’s fault, that he was shot? 


bal * * * 


God’s Road is all Uphill; but do not tire; 
Rejoice that you can still keep Climbing Higher. 


Youth’s Companion 
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Children’s Stories 


For The Lost 


Hello Girls and Boys: 


A few years before you were born, ask your 
father or mother, a young man left the shores of 
Georgia in a plane. He wanted to be the first per- 
gn to fly alone from the United States of America 
to the United States of Brazil. 


A day went by and no word came from him. 
The second day no word came. Then the third day 
passed and it was feared that he was lost. His 
loved ones, his friends, the whole country became 
alarmed. 


Now, what should be done? You know! Yes sir, 
that’s right . . . that’s the thing to do—Go, look 
for him. And that is what was done. Messages were 
sent out. Money was raised. Groups were organ- 
ized. All were anxious to save that brave young 
man. 


The oceans were scoured, the jungles were 
searched. Days went by, weeks, months and now, 
years. Yet he has not been found. 


Our Saviour JESUS told us to go and seek the 
lost. Do you know what a missionary is? Well, a 
missionary is a person with a Message. As Chris- 
tian boys and girls, men or women—wherever we 
live—we are called, yes commanded, to give the 
message of Jesus and His love; to tell others that 
Jesus gave His life to save those who would look 
to Him, trust in Him. May we take this message 
to our friends, yes—to those who are not our 
friends. Wherever they are, those who have not 
The Light of the world are in darkness. They are 


in the jungle of sin and there is an ocean between 
them and God. 


We should pray for those who are lost. May we 
give as we pray, for our gifts will help make the 
message known. May we go if He calls. May we 
never fail The Saviour who prays for us, Who 


gives to us and who came to save us from death 
into Life eternal. 


Your friend, in Him. 


W. G. Neville. 
Garanhuns, 


Pernambuco, 
razil. 


in 
— 


God Wants The Boys 
By Johanna Seigmann 


Everyone loves to see boys who are cheerful, 
ambitious, devout, patriotic and heroic. Let us 
fotice some Bible characters who were such. 


Isaac, we are told, was a cheerful boy. for his 
very name means laughter. Every Christian boy is 


happy and cheerful, and through his life he brings 
joy to others. 





Joseph was an ambitious boy. Such boys are al- 
Ways in demand. No one cares to employ a lazy 


boy. In his dreams we can see what his ambitions 
were. 


Samuel was a devout boy, for he ministered be- 
fore the Lord in the Temple, being only a child, 
yet dressed in a linen ephod. We need boys today 
who are devout, spiritual and holy in God’s sight. 


Then we have David and Daniel, These boys 
were patriotic and heroic. David was not afraid to 
fight the giant and help God’s side to win. Daniel 
was not afraid to stand by his convictions and pur- 
pose in his heart that he would not defile himself 
with the king’s meat. 


What the world needs today is boys who will 
fight sin, stand for the right, be true to their God- 
given convictions and be heroes for God. 


If God could use Isaac, Joseph, Samuel, David 
and Daniel, surely He can use every boy that will 
come to Him and let God use him just as He sees 
best, for “God wants the boys.” —Christian Life. 


= 


God Understands 
Chinese 


A little Chinese girl lived in a school where mis- 
sionaries teach. When praying one night she said 


to the missionary: “Do you think God understands 
Chinese?” 


“Oh, yes,” replied the missionary. “Why do 
you ask?” 





“Because,” said the little girl, “sometimes when 
I feel bad I like to pray to God in Chinese, and I 
wonder if He understood, just the same as Eng- 
lish.” 


“Of course,” said the missionary, “God knows 
every language, and it is not the words we say as 
much as the feeling down deep in our hearts that 
make us want to speak to Him. He says in the 
Bible: ‘Before they call I will answer, and while 
they are yet speaking I will hear.’ So speak to Him 
in any language and He will hear.” 

—World Conquest. 


<i oo 





The student, learning where Treasure is, 
Must work with Pick and Spade to make it his. 


+ * « « 
Who takes upon his Back without a Groan 
Another’s Trouble pushes off his own. 
+ . * * 


The Pup that runs to Everybody’s call 
Will travel much, but Won’t Arrive at all. 


. « * * 


Shall a man in Utter Blindness 
Repent of having done a Kindness? 


‘Youth’s -Companion 
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Why I Want To Be A Missionary 
By Bessie Hancock“ 


“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 
thy paths. Proverbs 3:5, 6. 


As I look back over my life and see how the 
Lord has led me I can say with the hymn writer: 
“All the way my Saviour leads me, what have I to 
ask beside.” Can I doubt His tender mercies who 
through: life has been my guide. It is true He has 
not always led in the ways I have chosen for 
myself. He has shown me it is not in man to direct 
his own paths. His way has always proved to be 
the best way. 


God saw fit to place me in a family of nine 
children. My mother found time to teach us God’s 
Word and I learned to know Christ as my personal 
Saviour at an early age. Our uncle was a mission- 
ary to China and it was during his visits in our 
home I first felt God’s call to be a missionary. 


After high school I would go on to college and 
prepare to teach, but God had different plans for 
my life. After several attempts to enter college 
and He closed the doors I entered nursing school. 
This was not, however, until I had worked three 
years to enable my younger brother and sisters 
to finish high school. My every need was provided 
for the three years of nursing school. When time 
came for the next step He opened the way for 
me to enter Moody Bible Institute. 


During the period of waiting and nursing school 
my missionary vision became rather dim. At Bible 
Schoo] through the study of God’s Word and the 
hearing of missionaries my vision was broadened. 
I saw the whole world as the mission field, the 
United States, South America, Asia, Africa, China, 
Europe and the Islands of the Sea. “For God so 
loved the world He gave His only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. Yet, how 
could they know “God so loved them” unless some- 
one told them and I could go to only one place. 
Where would He have me serve? 


China having been my first choice I began look- 
ing in that direction. The need of China loomed 
greater and greater in my thinking and I was 
sure that was the place for me. Last summer I 
was at Montreat as a candidate for China. My 
appointment as a missionary came in October with 
no field of service named. The Foreign Mission 
Committee suggested I change my field of service 
as I was prepared to go and the door to China 
was closed. Africa to me was the place of greatest 
need next to China, and if China was closed I 
wanted to go there, provided it was God’s will. 
China appealed more to me and I did not want to 
go to Africa. During the days I was seeking God’s 
will. in the matter a leaflet entitled, “How I as- 
certain the will of God’ by George Mueller, came 
into my hands. Mr. Mueller’s first point was, 
“When we have no will of our own in the matter 
nine tenths of our trouble is over.” the statement 
struck home, so to speak, for I had a very definite 
will in the matter. I opened the Bible to read, 
as the second and third points were to consider 
circumstances and to seek the leading of the 
Lord, through His Word and by the Spirit, and 
the verse in Proverbs 20 was brought to my atten- 
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tion, (verse 24), “Man’s goings are of the Lord 
how can a man understand his own way?” After 
I was willing to say, “Not my will but thine, 9 
Peonell God soon showed me Africa was the choice 
or me. 


As I stand on the threshold of Africa my mo. 
tives for going are the same as they were for 
China. The Word of God commands me to go 
Matt. 28:19, 20, “Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.” Our Lord gives 
us the command five different times in the New 
Testament. The love of Christ constraineth me to 
“go’’. “After all He has done for me how can |] 
do less than give Him my best and live for Him 
eternally.” The need in Africa invokes me to 
“go”. The people are suffering from physical 
disease; are in mental agony because of fear, 
and have no peace of heart because they know 
not the Lord Jesus Christ who alone can save 
them from their sins. With my medical knowledge 
I can help meet the physical need, but that would 
not be enough reason for me to leave home and 
loved ones to go so far. I could find nursing 
enough at home. By ministering to their physical 
needs their hearts can be opened to receive the 
Gospel. In other words medical work should be 
only a means to an end, the end of bringing lost 
men and women and children to know the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 


I consider it a privilege to go as an Ambasse- 
dor for Christ. No, it will not be easy, but He has 
promised to go with me, and He. goes further 
still, “Even He putteth forth His own sheep, He 
goeth before them.” John 10:4a. 


We that go forth are counting on you at home 
to stand behind us by prayer. For we go not in 
our own strength, and if we were we would fail, 
but through Christ who strengtheneth us we can 
do all things.” 


Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge Him and He will direct thy paths. 


*Miss Hancock is a member of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Galveston, Tex., and is under 
appointment by our Committee to sail soon for the 
Belgian Congo, Africa. 


Am I My Brother’s Keeper? 


By Joe L. Ray* 


I believe that I am my brother’s keeper. 





My belief stems from something inside me, | 
think, as I do not remember ever having arrived 
suddenly at this conclusion. It seems as tho 
this belief has always been a part of me; 4 
though God had planted this idea in me even 
fore I was born. 


Since I believe I am my brother’s keeper, ! 
believe that it is my duty to help my brother to a 
tain the same station in life that I enjoy, with 
the riches that God has given unto me. I believe 
that my brother should have these privileges o 
well-being physically, spiritually, mentally, at 
economically. 
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So, I am going to the Belgian Congo. 


I believe that there is no such thing as local 
prosperity economically, spiritually, mentally, or 
physically. 


Suppose, for example, that we divide a town or 
community into two equal parts according to popu- 
lation. Then suppose we set out to eontinually im- 
prove the scale of living on one side of the rail- 
road tracks and completely neglect the other side 
of the town. We would progress very little before 
we would realize that the side of town that we had 
neglected had not stood still, but was going down 
the scale of living and was tugging and grasping 
at the improved side of town to pull it back down 
the scale. And we would all go back together. 


As surely as fluid seeks it’s level in a test tube, 
so do the component parts of man’s society. One 
man cannot progress very far unless he is willing 
to take some others with him. Neither can a com- 
munity, nor a state, nor a nation. 


In this great nation we cannot continue to boast 
of our “American way of life” unless we are 
willing to reach out and pull other peoples along 
with us; yes, even force them to rise up and follow 
us. 


The same principles that apply to our economic 
life apply also to our spiritual life. 


We cannot continue to progress toward the 
goal that God has promised us unless we step along 
the way and help others that are lagging. Help 
them to their feet and provide an arm for them 
to lean on as we travel the way together. 


I believe all this. 


I believe that my brother’s status in life, re- 
gardless of creed, color, or nationality, is my re- 
sponsibility. I believe that I stand no chance of 
entering the Kingdom of God unless I attempt to 
get my brother to the gate with me. 


I believe that I am my brother’s keeper, so I 
am going to the Belgian Congo. 


My business here at home is building. My busi- 
ness in the Congo will be principally building. 


Being appointed as an unordained missionary, 
I do not plan to minister unto my brother spiritual- 
ly, except by trying to live the kind of a life that 
will be an example for my brother. 


I hope to absorb all of the problems of the evan- 
gelist, foreign to his work, so that he may have 
more time to minister unto my brother spiritually. 


I hope to absorb all of the problems of the 
teacher, foreign to his or her work so that he or 
she will have more time to educate my brother to 
the extent that he can lift himself up from the 
pe ef peaes and fear in which he lives his 

y life. 


I hope to absorb all of the problems of the 
doctor and the aurse, foreign to their work, so 
t they will have more time to minister unto 
the physical ills of my brother and gradually make 
m into a healthier man. 


I hope to incorporate some of our methods and 
Principles of construction into the buildings in 
the Congo that I believe will reduce the cost of 
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construction as well as the maintenance, and pro- 
vide a better and more comfortable building. 


I hope to so work with my brother in the Congo, 
that he will absorb my knowledge of construction 
and there-by build for himself and his family a 
better and more healthful house. 


I have a responsibility to God, to the Committee 
Of Foreign Missions and to you who make this 
work possible to keep myself fit physically, mental- 
ly, and spiritually. 


I plan to keep fit physically and mentally en- 
gaging in various hobbies, one of which is orna- 
mental and detail wood-work. This hobby will also 
provide a touch of home, as we have left it, trans- 
planted into our new surroundings. 


Another hobby which will serve a dual purpose 
is hunting and fishing. I am informed that the 
Congo abounds with game and fish, which will pro- 
vide recreation as well as meat for my table. 


I cannot help feeling a certain sense of guilt 
when my well-meaning friends speak of the sacri- 
fices that I am making in going to the Belgian 
Congo, because I feel so sorry for those who are 
not given the great opportunity that is mine for 
service to God and to humanity, but I dare not 
tell them so in as many words. 


*Mr. Ray lives in Mission, Tex., Route 3, Box 
1, but is under appointment by our Foreign Mission 
Committee and is awaiting passage to go to The 
Belgian Congo, Africa, as one of our Industrial 
Missionaries. 
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Why I Am Going To Brazil 
By Rev. Sidney Anderson, Jr.* 


I wish to tell you briefly some of the reasons 
why I wish to go to Brazil. Three years ago I 
would have found it exceedingly difficult to have 
stood before my church and given them all the 
reasons why I had accepted the call to work there. 
To be sure, I felt that God had led me there. As 
time went on I was more convinced and often re- 
assured that God had led me there. When I left 
three weeks ago I could look back over the past 
three years and see some of the reasons why God 
had led me to that church. Since leaving I have 
seen other reasons, but even tonight I would not 
attempt to tell anyone all the reasons why I went 
to Barnett Church. On my part it was an act of 
faith and the reasons why I was going were known 
fully only to God. 


Tonight I fee] very much the same way about 
Brazil. I have heard of the spiritual needs there. 
I have thought of those needs with an open mind 
wondering if God would use me there. Inwardly 
I feel that God would have me go. 


So first of all, in telling you why I wish to 
go, let me tell you the reasons for which I am 
not going. It is not my intention to go to Brazil 
to teach the Brazilians the so-called “American 
way of life,’”” American culture, or even the Ameri- 
can form of democracy. Other men can go and 
they do go for these things. These things, as good 
as we may think they are, are surely numbered 
among those things that are not eternal and one 
day they shall pass away. The work of the mission- 
ary is something else—he is an Ambassador of 
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Christ, not America and its social structure. 


Paul saw in a vision the need of Christ in the 
land of Macedonia. Having seen the need both he 
and Silas go immediately into Macedonia. Seem- 
ingly they had been in this foreign land only a 
few days, but even in that short time the people 
had learned their mission for we read in Acts 
16:17 “These men are the servants of the Most 
High God who show unto us the way of salvation.’ 
For us to go to Brazil for any other reason would 
be to betray the Church and its Head. We go tc 
Brazil because we are the servants of Christ, 
seeking to proclaim to those there the way tc 
God. Christ has said, “I Am the way.” As it were 
we go that we might introduce Him to the people 
who know Him not. We go that we might tell 
the people that it is only through Christ that 
they can have forgiveness of sins, peace with God, 
and eternal and abundant life. 


We go that we might proclaim a gracious and 
merciful Saviour who bids men to enter the King- 
a of God through repentance and faith in 

rist. 


We go to tell men what God has done, what He 
is doing, and what He has promised to do in the 
future for those who love Him. We go to proclaim 
that our God is a covenant making God and 
whose promises are ours through faith in Christ. 
We go to tell men what God can do for them. 


We go to tell men that they can have real com- 
munion and fellowship with the living God, with 
His Son Jesus Christ, and with His Spirit. By the 
Grace of God we hope to get to our work in Bra- 
zil and work there as faithful and obedient 
servants. 


*Present address: Farmville, Va., but under ap- 
pointment by our Foreign Mission Committee and 
awaiting passage to Brazil. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THEREFORE STAND 


By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. Published by W. A. 
Wilde Company, 131 Clarendon Street, Boston 16, 
Mass. Pages 614. Price $3.00. 


The scholarly editor of Peloubet’s Notes and 
Professor of English Bible in Moody Bible Insti- 
tute presents a vigorous plea for a strong apolo- 
getic in this critical hour of the Christian faith. 
Dr. Smith has laid tribute on the best writings of 
the Anglo-American world in sounding this ring- 
ing call. The sharp contrast between the pessimism 
of skepticism and the peace and joy in believing 
constitute a telling argument for the faith. The 
Resurrection of Christ is vindicated in thorough 
fashion. “The day of judgment” is a Scriptural 
phrase that ought to be used to emphasize a 
dreadful final day of judgment for mankind— 
as a continuous protest against any kind of 
monism obscuring and obliterating the definite 
line between good and evil, truth and falsehood, 
right and wrong, holiness and wickedness. This 
volume will be used as parallel reading in Apolo- 
getics at Columbia Theological Seminary this 
year. —Wnm. C. R. 
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THE MISSIONARY AND ANTHROPOLOGY 


By Gordon Hedderly Smith. Moody Press, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. Price, $1.50. 


The design of this book is to stimulate interes 
in the study of man and especially so-called primi. 
tive people. It is adapted primarily for mission. 
aries and should serve a useful purpose in giving 
them a background of the people they hope to 
reach. Such a book will undoubtedly help solve 
many of the problems a missionary will meet jn 
his field of labor. The author served as a mission. 
ary to French Indo-China under the sponsorship 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. There 
he engaged in missionary work among Cambodians 
and with the aboriginal tribes-people. In recog. 
nition of his magnificent contribution to this coun- 
try the Royal Geographical Society of London 
elected him a Fellow. 


Although this book is based on elaborate scholar. 
ship, it is written in popular style. It is saturated 
with a fine enthusiasm for the missionary enter. 
prise. He has endeavored to make anthropology 
which is literally the science of man, to be a 
hand-maiden of missions. There is added to the 
excellent Bibliography a very helpful Glossary, 
Anyone not familiar with technical anthropological 
terms will be very grateful for this addition. Any 


’ Christian who reads this book will be better in- 


formed as well as entertained and inspired. 
—John R. Richardson. 


————_~—>— ae 
DICKIE AND DONNIE ON THE FARM 


Allene Albrecht. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. Price, 50c. 


All children love a story and Dickie’s and Don- 
nie’s experiences on Grandfather’s farm will fur 
nish many hours of entertainment for pre-school 
children as they look at the colorful pictures or 
have Mother read it over and over again. Children 
in the early grades will enjoy reading it for them- 
selves. A small paper-back book of twenty-eight 
pages, it teaches one of the most important lessons 
of early childhood, that of unselfishness. This is 
a good suggestion for a gift.—Lucile Liddell. 
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THE MASSANETTA ECHOES 


Compiled and Edited by Wm. E. Hudson, D.D., 
Box 684, Staunton, Va. Price $2.00 plus postage. 


During the summer of 1944 records of all the 
addresses of the Massanetta Springs Summer Con- 
ference speakers were made and submitted to 
them later for correction and approval. This volume 
contains a transcription of these addresses. The 
speakers were leaders in the Presbyterian, Me 
odist, United Brethren and Reformed Churches. 
Although some of them do not belong to ou 
Calvinistic family there is an evangelical note 
sounded in each address. 


In our judgment the outstanding message 
this volume was given by Dr. Donald Gray Barn- 
house, pastor of the Tenth Presbyterian Church 
of Philadelphia on ‘The Sufferings of Christ. 
This message is thoroughly Biblical and searching 
in application. Another strong message was de 
livered by Dr. Andrew W. Blackwood, professor 
of Homiletics in Princeton Theological Seminary, 
entitled “Rebuilding A Nation For God.” It % 
based on the career of Samuel as a leader of 
God’s people. Dr. Blackwood aptly defines a leader 
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as one who “guides the people in doing the will 
of God.” Another striking address is by Dr. Robert 
£. Speer on “What Kind Of People Are Entitled 
To Talk About Peace?”. This is an expository 
message based on the last chapter of II Peter. 


It is estimated that more than 50,000 people 
attended these conferences held during the 1944 
session. The influence from these meetings will 
be extended to even a larger group through the 
publication of “The Massanetta Echoes.” All who 
were not able to attend these conferences can now 
receive much good for a small investment. These 
messages will stimulate the mind and warm the 
heart of any earnest Christian. 


—John R. Richardson. 


oe 


PASCAL—GENIUS IN THE LIGHT 
OF SCRIPTURE 


By Emile Cailliet. Published by Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $3.75. 





Dr. Cailliet is recognized as the greatest living 
authority on Pascal. Some time ago we reviewed 
his book “The Clue To Pascal” and pointed out 
the contribution the author has made in guiding 
our minds into a fuller understanding of Pascal. 
The present book is larger and contains much 
new materia] not found in the former volume. The 
author has the advantage of being not only a good 
philosopher but also a trustworthy theologian. 
Some time ago this renowned scholar and writer 
was interviewed and he made this statement: 
“The only interesting feature about my biography 
is that when we were yet without strength in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly and I was one 
of them.” This characteristic humility and rever- 
ence we find in each chapter of this book. 


Professor Cailliet has the very highest ad- 
miration for Pascal. Any open-minded reader who 
follows him will end with high esteem for both 
the author and his subject. Moreover such a reader 
will end with an increased appreciation of the 
Bible that dominated the life of Pascal and also 
molded the life of the author. 


This book should appeal to the intelligentsia 
of our day. Dr. Cailliet is able to speak to the 
modern educator. In his introduction he states, 
‘It may be that the time has come for uni- 
versity professors to be once more reminded of 
the fact that ‘science without conscience is but 
min to the soul.’” This volume should be an in- 
tentive for further study of Pascal. The author 

promised a third volume under the title “The 
eart of Pascal.’’ We are looking forward to this 
Volume with eager interest. 


We hope this volume will be widely read by our 

esbyterian constituency. It will give fresh 
understanding to certain aspects of the Christian 
faith and new insights leading to a fuller appre- 
hension of the Bible. Every Biblical Christian will 
be grateful for a work of this kind. The Christian 
Church will profit by a restudy of “this man of 
the Bible, clutching by the lapel of his coat the 

e thinker, who will shake into consciousness 
the lost sheep who turns his eye away from. the 
nly thing that counts in this world: the problem 
of human destiny and that other so completely 
Iseparable from it, the problem of individual sal- 
vation,” —John R. Richardson. 


WORLD CONFERENCE ON FAITH 
AND ORDER 


The Report of the American Theological Com- 
mittee on “The Nature Of The Church” is now 
published in book form by Willett, Clark & Com- 
pany, Chicago, Ill. (127 pages, paper cover, price 
75 cents). Order through your regular Book Store, 
or by mail (postpaid) from the office of the Amer- 
ican Secretary, Washington, Conn. 


The Report summarizes the studies carried on 
by the Committee since its appointment in 1939, 
under these four heads: The Historical Beginnings 
Of The Christian Church; The Norm Or Standard 
Of Authority For The Church; Unity And Diver- 
sity In Christian History; The Function Of The 
Organized Church. 


Eleven Denominational Statements follow the 
Report, setting forth the conception of the Church 
held today in each communion. The volume con- 
cludes with an Historical Statement about the ap- 
pointment and work of the Committee by the 
a Dr. Geo. W. Richards. An index is pro- 
vided. 
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HAVEN-HOUSE 


By James W. Kennedy. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond, Va. Price, $2.00. 


Mr. Kennedy is the rector of All Saints Episco- 
pal Church in Richmond, Va., and apparently has 
had extensive experience in helping men and wom- 
en who have anxieties and doubts. Haven-House 
is a mythical term representing any place where 
men and women find Christ and His power for 
Christian living. It is written especially for 
troubled souls. These stories were originally given 
on a daily devotional radio program in Richmond. 
Throughout the book emphasis is placed upon what 
God can do to make all things new to those who 
turn to Him. 


The author had a fine opportunity in the chapter 
“Interlude—Not So Strange” to make a con- 
tribution to theological thinking but failed to seize 
it. Certain questions as: Why did Jesus die?, What 
is incarnation?, What is the Holy Spirit?, How are 
we born again?, What is the Christian religion?, 
What is the soul?, What is really meant by the 
word “predestination’?, ete. are raised but the 
answers given are too sketchy and superficial. 
We appreciate good intentions, but good intentions 
and good theology do not equate. He apparently 
quotes with approval such absurd statements as 
“The Bible would never have been written unless 
man had discovered God, bit by bit; unless man 
had engaged in the never ending quest for the 
answer to the great questions of life and death, 
many of which are still unknown; unless he had 
desired to express what others had discovered of 
God added to his own overwhelming desire to 
express as best he could in mere words his inner- 
most experience of God. The Bible pictures the 
dawn of man’s consciousness as something as yet 
to be attained as he took his first step upward.” 
We would recommend this book only to Christians 
with mature spiritual discernment. Many of the 
quotations and illustrations are good, but since 
the book contains serious deficiencies in spiritual 
discrimination, it can not be approved in tote, 


—John R. Richardson. 
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“Keep The Bells Ringing” 


Rally Day 1945 


TULENN TAN whe Boa at Ea ares S 
Special Program arin d oy 


The program, “Keep The Bells Ringing,” re- 
minds us of the church bells which ring for 
us, calling us to worship, work, and service. 
It also points to the millions for whom the 
bells of the Christian Church have never 
rung. It calls for a dedication anew to the 
stronger ringing of the bells of our present 
churches and for the establishment of many 
more churches in unchurched and needy 
areas. 





Special Offering 
The Rally Day Offering presents an oppor- » 
tunity to every pupil in every Sunday School 
to have a part in the building up and ° 
strengthening of our Church’s outreach pro- 


~ emmnsiesniniee  SATISFACTIO 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
AND PUBLICATION 


Presbyterian Building — Richmond 9, Va. 
HERE'S spiritual contentment and 


peace of mind to be had through 
Annuity Gifts as arranged by our Ex- 
ecutive Committee of Foreign Missions. 











SUBSCRIBE TO 
The Converted Catholic Magazine Spiritual contentment through knowing 


This Valuable Magazine Is Again that your money will carry the gospel 
Being Published By A Group Of into the dark places of the world. 
Former Roman Catholic Priests 
Its aim is to bring the light of Gospel Chris- Peace of mind Gneagh the assurance of a 
tianity to Roman Catholics and to inform steady, dependable income as long as 
Protestants on Roman Catholic teachings and you live. ‘ 

practices. a be Ministers, Mission- 

aries, Sunday School teachers. Investigate thi 

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 18 armen is oe enables you 
ONLY ONE DOLLAR A YEAR both to give and receive so generously. 


(Canada & Foreign $1.25) Write today for a free copy of our book- 


let, “Your Money Does Double Duty.” 
ALSO: TWO TIMELY BOOKS ON THE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 


“Crux Ansata - An Indictment Of The Ro- CUR RY C. aEA RN 


man Catholic Church.” By H. G. Wells. 
$1.75 (Cloth Binding). EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


“Behind The Dictators.” By L. H. Lehmann. . OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


$1.75 (Cloth Binding). PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN THE U.S. 


COMBINATION OFFERS P. 0, BOX 330 


Both These Two Books In Paper Binding For NASHVILLE, TENN. 
$2.00. Both In Cloth Binding For $3.00. 


ORDER FROM == 
AGORA PUBLISHING COMPANY 


epartment 9 
229 West 48th St. — New York 19, N. Y. 



































